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ASSESSMENT REPORT 


OF THE 


HAVELI TAHSIL 


OF THE 


POONCH STATE. 


CHAPTER L—DESCRIPTPIVE. 


1. ht Haveli Tahsil is the Sadar Tahsil of Poouch State and contains 
the town of Poonch. From Ghambri in the West to Pather 
Gali in the East the distance is 20 miles, and from the 
Pajjar Pass on the Northern boundary to Shin Darra on the Southern, 20 miles. 
The whole Tahsil isa tangle of hills, intersected by deep ravines and stony 
river beds, many of which, though dry for the greater part of the year, are im- 
passable after heavy rains. On the North itis separated from the Uri and Patan 
'Tahsils of the Kashmir State by the Western extremity of the Pir Panjal range; 
in winter communication by the Haji Pir Pass is closed to all but foot traffic. 
‘he Mendhar ‘Tahsil lies to the South; the Eastern boundary marches with the 
Kashmir State, while on the West the Sadbunti and Bagh Tahsils complete the 
sirenit. ‘The Poonch river, if we except a fringe of villages lying to the South 
of it, marks the Southern boundary of the Tahisil. 





Situation and boundaries. 


2, The total area of the Tahsilis 470 square miles, of which 378 have 
been measured Of these 317 are uncultivated and 61 
cultivated. ‘The 92 square miles remaining unsurveyed 

consist of the high mountains, containing no-cultivation, which lie tothe North- 

East of the Tahsil. The area of the unmeasured part has been calculated from 

the Survey maps, the boundaries taken being those laid down by Captain Good- 

enough when Boundary Settlement Officer. ‘Ihe result arrived at is only ap- 
proximately correct. 


Area, 


3. There are in all 173 villages in the ‘Talsil for each of which a sepa- 
Distribution into vile Yate Record of ri&hts has been prepared. Before Settle- 
lages, ment operations were commenced the number was 164, 
but 7 villages have sinco been subdivided into 20, and 8 amalgamated to form 4, 
The rights of the lambardars have in each case been carefully guarded, and 
where difficulties have been mot they have been decided by the method of 
Chaks dakhli or Kharji that no ill-feeling might result. No village sites, in 
the ordinary sense of the word, exist Wach house stands by itself on the land 
the occupier cultivates. The six Hakas of the Tahsil ccrrespond with the six 
main valleys; the waters of five of these, the Gopalpur, Sachrun, Kahuta, 
Islamabad and Mundi valleys, flowing from the North drain the Southern slopes 
of the great watershed separating the Haveli 'lahsil from Kashmir territory and 
swell the volume of the Poonch river. ‘Tho sixth llaka, Poonch Khas, is from 
its position the most favoured of all; asthe streams from the North enter it, 
their valleys broaden out, and their sides being less rocky and their slopes 
more gentle, water, which it is impossible to utilize higher up the valleys it flows 
through, can be diverted on to the broad alluvial fans of cultivation so notice- 
able a feature in Poonch Khas, There are three Thanas in the Tahsil: Mundi, 
Kehuta, and the City Khas, 


4. The Tahsil, and in fact the whole State, is very badly off for roads, 

Roada and communica. Carts can travel nowhere, and over many of the rough, 
Hank: rocky tracks dignified by the name of road, laden mules 
and ponies find the greatest difficulty in travelling. A good six-feet road 
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for pack transport is being completed between Uri and Poonch which will be a 
great boon to the inhabitants of the Tahsil when ready. The most important 
tracks from Poonch City are those to Lachman Patan, the Bagh Tabsil, Urs 
Gulmarg, Naganari, Jhelum, Mendhar, Bahram Gala and Tosha Maidan. Besides 
these, there are the numerous footpaths connecting different villages, some 
practicable for donkeys, others involving a dificult climb fora man. It is pro- 
posed to improve the track from Rawalpindi into 9 road, throwing at the same 
time a suspension bridge over the Jhelum at Lachman Patan; correspondence 
is in progress about this scheme, and there is every hope of it taking shape. 
Such a road would benefit traffic toa very great excent, and in all probability 
increase very considerably the export trade in ght, cattle, walnuts, violets, &c., 
which is at present stunted for want of even passable roads. 


t 


5, The Poonch river flows from Hast to West through the Tahsil for 18 
Rivers, ferries, snd Iles. On the North its tributaries are the Gagarian, 
navigation, Darongli, Baitar, and Damba Gali streams; on the South 
there are none, The irrigation obtained from these torrents is mentioned 
further on. The river is fordable everywhere except after heavy rain when it 
is sometimes impassable for weeks. Boats for use at such times are kept in the 
villages of Kanoian, Sir Kakuta and Tetri not. The rerry men levy every 
harvest atax of 6 seers of grain on every house in the neighbouring villages for 
the upkeep of the boats and their own Jabour Navigation is nowhere possible, 
but occasionally, after exceptionally heavy rain, traders take advantage of the 
flood to float timber baulks down to the Jhelum. No tax is levied on this. 


6. It hes been found impossible, for the purpose of forming soil rates, 
deat pits to divide the Tahsil, geographically into more than two 
: cae Assessment Circles. Ina country like Poonch, made u 

of high hills and deep ravines, where the cultivation consists of terraced fields 
and a village is fortunate if it possesses a few acres of level ground, the natural 
characteristics of the different villages which govern the Assessment rates of a 
Circle, vary acvording to their altitude. The Shahr Khas Ilaka has been formed 
into one Assessment Circle known as the Shabr Khas Circle, and the other five 
Tlakas, namely, Gopulpur, Sadhrun, Kahuta, Islamabad and Mundi, have been 


combined to form a second Assessment Circle, called in this report the Outside 
Tlakas Circle. 


1 think we are quite justified Jn separating the Shahr Khas Jaka from 
the others. It has already been shown how fortunate it is as regards irrigation. 
It is, for Poonch, a broad open valley getting all the sun, and has more level 
Jand than is found anywhere else in the Vahsil. The climate is warm and 
good ; rice is consequently produced on the Hotar area. The villages of this 
valley are known as ‘‘ Nawel,”’ and are acknowledged by all to be the most 
favourably situated ones of the Tabsil. Excellent crops are harvested, includ- 
ing such valuable ones as turmeric, sugarcane, chillies, &e. A most import- 
ant feature of this Cirle is the ready market for the sale of their surplus 
produce, which the villagers have at their doorg, in Poonch City. While the 
Aawmindars of the more distant villages have to sell their ght or grain to 
Khojahs or other traders, the peoplo of the Shahr Khas villages can dispense 
with these middlemen and deal direct with the banias of Poouch City. The 
other five llakas have no distinctive natural features which might render more 
than one Circle necessary for them all. Their climate is colder than that of 
Shahr Khas, and, though there may be plenty of water in their deep ravines 
the villages of these valleys, clinging to the steep slopes of tle hillsides, 
derive little benefit from it. Much labour is involved by the construction of 
retaining walls and the terracing of fields, and any level spur or small plateau 
is greatly prized. Crops are sown wherever a plough can run; where this is 
impossible the land is often broken up by hand labour. 


Inside these two Circles the villages have been divided into classes, de- 
pendent almost entirely on their altitude, The bighest villages where the snow 
lies deep and long, where the crops ripen late and a second crop is never taken, 
and where the soil is too poor to prodace anything but Maize, have been placed 
in the third class. There are 60 of this class in the Outside lakas Circle, 
but none in Shahr Khas. Next eome those villages lower Gown the valleys 
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with less snowfall and more fertile lands. ‘hese have been placed in the 
second class; there are 6 in Shahr Khas Uircle and 40 in the other Circle. The 
remaining villages lying ow the level fan-like Jands at the foot of the hills enjoy 
a warmer climate, and snow, when it falls, melts quickly. Their soil is more 
productive than that of the other classes and the Dofasli area is often Jarge. 
In this first class there are 27 villages in Shahr Khas and 40 in the Outside 
llakas. Most of tho first class villages are near Poonch City. Different rates 
have been propored for all these five classes, namely, Shahr Khas I and 1! and 
the Ontside llakas J, II and II! ; throughout this report they are treated as the 
five Assessment Circles of the Tahsil. The individual advantages and disad- 
vantages possessed by the villages in their miscellaneous sources of income, 
fuel and timber supply, grazing area, &c., have been allowed for by fixing the 
village Jamas above or below the amount brought out by an application of the 
proposed rates to the cultivated area, ‘There are a few villages which have the 
misfortune to be situated at convenient halting stages, such as Kahuta; as a 
compensation for the inconvenience they suffer from the coming and going of 
travellers and officials, these villages have been put in a lower class than they 
would otherwise be rated with. A Statement (No. J) is attached showing the 
villages by classes 


7 The only markets cf importance in the Tahsil are at Poonch City 
and Mundi. A small amount of grain and ghi is sold in 
Nagali an@ Sir Kakuta; in Mundia fair trade is done in 
ghi, violets, skins, guchhis, walnuts, and dandara (the bark of walnuts) for 
export to the Punjab. Nagali affords a market to the Islamabad Ilaka. 


8 In the whole Tahsil 6,302 acres; distributed among 101 villages, are 
irrigated, (The main sources of irrigation with the detail 


Markets. 














frrigation, : : 
: of the land benefited thereby are given below :~ 
«| Number of : 

: ¢ : Lh ~. [Are 
Name of River or Stream, Plowing from To ss a ere) irri- iguca)” 

Nala Mundi oy «| Mundi ie ,..) Chakatro —,,, ah 5} 14 918 

Nala Darongli eG .. | Mendhar,,, .. | Kankot ues ae 94 6 16 

Baitar ive Pr a@! Kacharban ... + | Poonch ve ie 17k 1 1,618 

Rangar Naganari ... a. | Charan ies .. | Dhara Khas tus 3h 2 4 

RangarSadhraun _,, we | Dhara Khas wa | Chakias ade ius 24 4 20 

Nala Damba Gali a. | Marchkot ... wo | RMBRUPA si 18% s 243 

Teonch Toi ity .. | Mardan sts .. | Sir Kakuta or 18 16 2,278 











eS ie ea <a, Re eer En 








Beside the above, 1,099 acres are insecurely irrigated from springs and 
small ravines or kuhkls which hold water after rain. The river beds and 
nullahs are rarely dry. 


Small watercourses from the main streams are kept in repair by 
the joint labour of the villagers who use them. Recently a channel was 
brought from the Poonch river to the village of Jholas by a Khojah named 
Rahimju, Lambardar of that place; hia enterprise was rewarded by a Jagir 
of Rs. 50 and some land at Dharra. ‘he Patti Mang stream to the North 
of the town ought to irrigate the Northern lands of Poonch City; the 
repair of this water-course was taken in hand some time ago, but it was 
quickly filled up and choked by boulders and stones brought down by side 
streams. Tho work of clearance and reconstruction was again commenced a 
few months ago, but unless small mascnry culverts are built to carry off the 
torrents that flow out of it and destroy its banks, its bed will be choked every 
rainy season. The expense its repair would involve is beyond the Zamindars, 
but an opportunity of securing considerable benefit at a small outlay is offered 
to the State. Once the necessary culverts are built the Zamindars can be held 
responsible for their up-keep. The new road from Uri follows the line of this 
water-course and has quite ruined it, The consequence is that a large area 
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of Poonch Khas land which was shown as Irrigated at the time of measurement, 
will have to be assessed as Unirrigated. The Governor of the State 
assures me that the cutting is to be rebuilt immediately at State expense. When 
water is running the Jama of Shahr Khas will have to be revised. Remarks.on 
other Kuhls have been made in the Itvaj-ab-Pushi of the villages concerned 

These are not snch as to require State assistance, but should the villagers at any 
time neglect to clear their Auhls or keep them in gopd order, the State should 
interfere to do se and recover the cost from the village. 


9, The rainfall of the Tahsil is favourable ang regular; the State did 
not escape the general famine 0£1877-78, and there was 
scarcity again, though it hardly amounted to famine, in 
1894-95. On both occasions the people who had ¢o leave their homes returned 
when the pinch was past. The record of the hospital rain-gauge in Poonch City 
is shown below. It is the only one in the country, but as the rainfall is well 
distributed the result is probably true of the Tahsil. 


Rainfall, 



































Average 

Month, 1896, 1897, 1898, | 1899. 1900, 1901, | 1902. each 

month 
January .., see ws sia 5°86 9:07 2:28 “36 61 7°68 ite 4°46 
February... i ae nae 5°04 58 62 TOS 4°93 4°14 ea 4°12 
March te ia fr Kee 2°89 6°32 1:88 2°53, 4°16 277 5'27 3°69 
April a ie eee v5 1°43 3°73 “4d 2°39 60 3°09 636 3°35 
May we tee say ion 146 3°57 276 ae a) - 428 7°94 241 3°89 
June er Sate ies ais 5°25 2°88 134, | 4°4 2°38 1°94 G’8L 3°67 
July or 8 Seg we | 10°24, 8°78 10:23 | 8°89 12°77 5°95 99 9:58 
Angost ea, ae 941 | 2029} 18545891 | 17:07} 19°02 9:29 13°93 
September .., ‘ee Pe ase 6:22 2:29. 4°51 2°32 801 4'83 5°08 447 
October ae sigh one ves 2°41 bo x Lol Ldk “O4 2°11 114 
November ,,, te ie see 2°05 re; ~ a3 be sae 148 ‘37 
December .,, ase see Sos 155 118 mS 68 5°88 sae 25 1:67 
Total annual rainfall ae | 53-821 59-59, | 45:37 | 40°32 73:09 58:25 48°91 54°19 
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In the adjoining Tahsil of Kotli 55 and 39 inches fell in 1900 and 1901, 
respectively. The above figures compare well with those of the Kashmir 
rainfall. Too heavy rain is injurious to crops under snow, but no rain means 
no snow, and dry nullahs and torrent beds are the result. ast year when no 
rain fell from November 1901 to February 1902 the Rabi crop failed in allbut a 
few villages near the Poonch river. Hven in these the harvest was very poor. 





10. The Poonch valley is the warmest Ilakain the Tahsil ; in some years 
it gets no snow. FeVers are very prevalent in September 
and October when the Maize and Rive crops are ripening, 
It was for this reason that the late Raja -Moti Singh forbade the cutivation of 
rice in the immediate vicinity of Poonch City, and encouraged people to plant 
gardens by granting land revenue free for that purpose. In summer the heat 
in the narrow slut in valleys is very oppressive. It is the custom for the 
inhabitants of the lower villages to migrate en masse for five mouths in the year 
to the hills, where the pleasant climate and air resembles that of Gulmarg and 
other parts of Kashmir. These summer camping grounds are called Dhoks. Most 
villages have their recognized Dhok where they go year after year about May, 
returning in October. A few men only are sent down at an earlier date to 
watch the village crops as they ripen. Snow falls first in the North of the 'l'absil 
and often lies in the upper villages for three months, 


Climate, 


11, The Tahsil is well wooded and the people have no difficulty in ob- 
taining fuel in plenty. State Forest Regulations were 
drawn up about a year ago, by which all forests, pending 
demarcation, have been declared “ protected.” In those certain trees have been 
reserved which it is prohibited to cut. A list of such is given below; all the 
2ommonest trees and the only ones suitable for building purposes are included 
in it, Any right-holder who wants timber to build a house or cattle-shed, 
marks his tree, and is given a license by the Forest Officer on payment per- 
mitting him to cut is down. The fees charged cannot be considered excessive. 


Trees and shrubs, 


) 


Right-holders are allowed tolop Rin, Barachhar, and Bankhori trees for cattle 
fodder up to two-thirds of their height provided the tree is not less han 12 feet 
high. Minor concessions have also been made to villagers needing wood for graves 
or agricultural implements. Walnut trees are very common. The total number 
inthe Tahail is 12,243 with an estimated income of over Rs. 3,000. Unfor- 
tunately other fruit trees a1e rare and are net the source of profit tothe people 
they might be. There area few fruit gardens, owned mostly by Officials, 
pear the city, which produce good apricots and pears. I think if more 
attention were paid to fruit-growing, gardens would prove a good in- 
vestment, especially as there arg signs of the country becoming more 
opened up and bronght within easy distance of Rawalpindi, I know no 
reasen why fruit trees should not flourish here. The valuable trees Chir and 
Biar are found everywhere; Ohikrt and Luar trees were formerly numerous, 
but Sirdar Hara Singh was granted the exclusive right of cutting them and 
left very few standing; the right was withdrawn some years ago and the 
number is increasing again. The small income from the sale of wood to 
traders in the Haveli Tahsil is due to the difficulties of transport and the 
distance of a market, Matters are different in the Sadhnuti Tahsil where the . 
Jhelum, flowing close by, offers a cheap and easy means of transport, The 
principal forest treestare given below. ‘The letter R against a tree indicates that 
it is reserved and can only be cnt at the price shown. ‘he villagers complain 
bitterly of the exactions of the Forest Guards and underlings, ‘he ignorance of 
the former as to what the Forest Rules allcw and what they forbid, gives a great 
opportunity for dishonest profit to the latter. ‘The Forest Authorities have of 
course a cage against the villagers; Ihave passed through villages where 
nearly every tree, although reserved; has been lopped up tothe top. A 
general dissemination of the Rules to all villages would be an excellent step. 



































PRICE AT WHICH SOLD 
Reserved. 
Local uame. English name. Botanical name, To or 
right- To not, 
holders, traders, 
Ra, a, p, Ra, a. p, 

Diar.., “te . | Cedar ,., ae Cedrus deodara ve 20 0 0 ae R. 
Biar abs see «| Blue pine Pinus excelsa nee 2 0 0 see R. 
Chir aa .| Chir pine Pinus longifolia sue 140 see R, 
Tang . | Silver fir ... | Abies Welliana 012 0 6 0 0 R. 
Reir ow. «. | Sprace fir ... | Abies Smithiana toe ve R. 
Barini .., we | Yew é .. | Taxus baccata 18 0 5 0 0 R. 
Rin oe w | Grey oak os «+» | Quercus incara 04 0 ‘es R, 
Barachbar 1 | Green oak ‘ee Quercus dilatata 0 6 0 3.0 «0 R, 
Thun es asa Cedrela Thuna 56 8 0 15 00 R, 
Drawa ... ave ele ol. Clases Cedrela serratr, 14 0 8 00 R. 
Shishum ve Sissoo Nalborgia sissoo 5 8 0 20 0 0 R, 
Mannu Elm Pr Ulmns campestris 3.0 «0 ais R. 
Bankhori Horse chestnut Aesculus indica 100 8 0 0 R, 
Akhrot fs we | Walnut es Japlans regia seo ea R, 
Sum. on va | Ash Fraxinus excelsior 3 0 0 20 0 0 R, 
Chikri te v | Box-wood «| Boxug suparnicua aaa 40 0 10 0 0 R, 
Bsrol «oe | Alder a +. | Alnus nitrida “is eee R, 
Kangar .., wa si setts Pistacia interming ce 08 0 24 0 R, 
Kaho, on .. | Olive ie .» | Olea cuspidata 0 6 0 1 80 R, 
Tut ies vs | Mulberry ee w. | Morns * a ® 8 0 200 R, 
Phulai ... ee oe evassea Acacia modesta nek 0 4 0 012 0 k, 
Safeda .., ry .. | Poplar vad w+ | Popnlus alba tae aes ae vse 











By the Settlement Rules Zamindars are allowed to cnt down, for agri- 


cultural purposes, all trees growing in their fields except Thun, Alhrot, Diar, Biar, 
Chir, Shishum and fruit trees; none of these may be cut, but lopping of any of 
them up to two-thirds of their height is permitted if the girth is not less than 
3 feet. 


There are a great many varieties of shrubs and herbs in the Tahsil. 
It is not necessary to detail them in this report. They can be dealt with in 
a Gazetteur of the State, should one eventually be drawn up For Assessment 
purposes it is sufficient to notice the following as yielding a small profit 
to the villagers :—~ 


Banafsha (vtola serpans).—This grows in considerable quantities and is 
exported to Rawalpindi and the Punjab. 
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Kuth (sanssuria lappa).—This plant is found at high altitudes and was 
abundant before the right to uproot and export it was given to Sardar Hara 
Singh, Its exportation is now stopped and it may again become plentiful. 


Ajwain.—A variety of Dill. 

Saunf.—Aniseed ; a medicine is extracted from it. 

Gogal Dhup.—Incense is made from the reot. 

Gao Zaban (macrotornia banthami).—A medicinal herb, 
Bhang.—This grows wild in fair quantities 

Rewand.—A wild rhubarb used as medicine. 

Mamiri.-This herb yields an antimony, 

Zakhamhayat.—A medicinal herb. 

Ispoghal.—A medicinal herb, 

Guchhis.—These are exported and fetch a high price down country. 


Of the above, Guchhia, Banafsha, and Gogal Dhup are the commonest and 
are mostly found in the North-Kast of the Tahail. 


12. Tho inhabitants of the ‘Vahsil are rich ia flocks and herds and conse- 
quently set a high value on their grazing lands, ‘ho 
importance of preserving their rights to these, and the 

uestion of taxing them, is discussed further on. The people take their cattle 
with them to their Dhuks, aud on their return in October, cut the grass on their 

Kap land and store it with a view tothe winter, The grass from KRakhs is 

used for the State stables. 


18 When the measurement of the Tahsil was completed, the Settle. 
ment Officer, Captain Goodenough, found it necessary 
to make several changes in the classes of land which he 
had formed on firat taking up the Settlement, The Girdawari of Kharif Sambat 
1958 was the first in which the amended classes were employod. ‘I'hese have 
been used in the village papers of the 'Vabsil, but different rates have not been 
proposed for each class, ‘he nnmber has since been reduced for the other 
Tahsils. The following table shows the classes taken for this Tahsil and the 
classes corresponding to them for whieh rates have been pronosed. The latter 
only will be used in future in all papers, Ido not think anything is gained 
by adhering to the rather miuute classification used up to date, 


Grasses, 


Classes of land, 


CULTIVATED LAND. 




















Corresponding classes for whioh rates have 


Clases of land used in tha village papers of the Haveli Tahsil. been proposod, which will be used in future, 








Maliari,—Level land near houses, well manured and watered, | ) 
producing Turmeric, Sugarcane, and other valuable crops, 
Sayhzar abi,—Sitwilay land to Maliari producing veyetables only.| | These four classes have all been, included in 
Garden abi.—Irrigated garden land under [rnit trees, Hotar I. 
Hotar I,—Dofasti Jand, mannred and irrigated, producing good 
rice, 


Hotar T1.—Land similar to Hotar I but Fkfasli and producing 
poor rice. 

Ha'li ubi.~-Manured land, unirrigated nt near water; pro- 
doces good Maize and is often Dofasli. Corresponds to Suilabi else- 
where. 

Miani abi —Usmanured level land nnirrizated but near water, 
Produces generally a single maize crop. 


These three claasea have been inoluded in 
Hotar LI. 


Baghsar khushki,—Tho same as Saghear Abi but unirrigated. 

Garden khushki.— The same as Garden abi bat anirrigated. 

Hotlikhushki. The seme ag Haili abi but not adjacent to 
water; is Dofaeli in the warin yiliages. 


These three classes have been included in 
Haili khushi, 


i ened Wey 


Miani khushki.—Tho same as Miani abi but not near water. Miani khushki, 


Rakkar.—Land at adistance from the cultivators’ house; slop- 
ing and neither manured nor irrigated. Soila mixture of stone | > Rakkar. 
and sand producing only maize, 


Khalsi,—Land on the hill side too steep and stony for a plough 
$0 run; broken up by hand, QOnecrop is taken every second or j > Khalsi, 
third harvest. 


= ——————————— —- 
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UNCULTIVATED LAND. 





Corresponding classes for which rates heve 


Classes of land used in the village f i il. 
ge papers of the Haveli Tahsil been proposed, which will be used in future. 





Banjar Jadid,—As elsewhere sae ee5 ue 
Banjar Katim,— As elsewhere 


Bunjar Kadim Kap,—Land from which grass is cut. Cattle are |r four classes aro included ir Kap Mum- 
| 
J 
J 


xin, Which means all enlturable land from 


not grazed on it, 
z which graga is cut, 


Kap Sumkin.—Land once cultivated but for three years kept 
for growing graes. 


Baunar Kap.—Field boundaries and retaining slopes and walls 

ig terraced fields. Grass is cut from it. . ; : : 
Kap Ghuirmumkin.—Unculturable grass land .., a Now included in Ghair Mumbin., - 
Ghairmumkin,—Cemateries, river beds, roads, &c. 
Rakh,—State grasa Jand ... ues see 0 see oe | Rakb, 


Shikargavh.— Game forests strictly preserved ; grazing is not : 
permitted in them, ‘ ; Shikargarh, 


Banjar Kadim Chiran,—Grass land kept for grazing .., of 


Vor: 
Chiran Mumkin.—Land once cultivated now uaed for grazing, | § Chiran. 


Ghair Mumkin Chiran.—Ureulturable waste grazing land ... 
Dhakka Ghair Mumkin.—Qill land too stony aud rocky for \onas Mumkin, 


graga to grow on it, 


I confess to being unable to distinguish between some of the above 
classes of uncultivated Jand. Measurements were finished over two years ago, 
and no one can tel! me confidently what exactly some of the above clasxes 
include, and what they exclude, For éxample, the difference between Bacjar 
Kadim Chiran and Chiron Munkia is apuezle, Banjar Kadim implies former 
cultivation, and if once cultivated it ‘3 certainly Munkin, Apparently in prac- 
tice the term Ranjar Kadim has bees applied here to land different to Banjar 
Kadim elsewhere. The Matiari land i} superior to Avtar J, but its area is very 
amall. The villagers, if they care to, will be allowed to put a slightly higher 
rate on it in the Buchh, Aguin Mioni abt is poorer than Hoilt Abi, but both have 
been classed as Hotur I. Inthe whole Tahsil there are only 109 acres of 
Miant ai of which 82 are in the fertile villages near Poonch City where the dif- 
ference is not great. In the higher villaces what little Ho‘ar there is, is Whfasli ; 
a Rabi crop, if sown, is very precarious and never ripens sufficiently early to 
allow a Kharif crop be put in the ground ‘with any prospect of its being crops 
ped before the snow fall. 


14. Taking -«v figures from the Kashmir Census Report I find the popula- 
Sepals vion of the Haveli ‘Vahsil in 1891 was 7),880, which gives 

: an incidence of 1,1%8 per square mile of cultivation and 153 

per square mile of total area. In 1901 the population had risen to 83,239, or 
1,364 and 177 souls per square mile of eultivation and total area, respectively. 
The increase is thus nearly 16 per cert in ten years. In proportion to the 
cultivated area the population is very dense. At the time of Settlement in the 
Uri ‘fahsil the incidence per square mile of cultivation was 1,349, and in Mozaffer- 
abad 554. ‘The result of the enumeration of the Tahsil during Settlement is as 


follows :— 


























Description. Muhammadans. Hindus, Total, 
Agrioulturista ... wai at a ive Sai a Fi 65,261 2,757 68,018 
Non-agriculturists iG Pe tes ae ase aa 6,100 3,164 9,264 


— —_— 





———— ee 


The total population brought out, 77,282 souls, is lower than that of the 
Census of 1901. I attribute the difference to the inaccuracy of the Settlement 
records, and the exodus of a certain number of Zamindars to the Panjx> for 
labour during the summer months when measurements were made, The growth 
of population has, for the most part, occurred among Gujars who being great 
cattle-owners, are attracted by the excellent grazing to be found in Poonch. Out 











of 178 villages in the Tahsil, Gujars predominate in 95, Brahmans in 10, Chow- 
dhris in 8, Pathans in 7, Sheikbs in 6, Maliks in 5, Dulis and Sayads in 4 . 
each ; but generally it is found that a great mixture of tribes make up the 
village populations. Asa rule, the villages held by Gujarsare more productive 
than others; not that they are the most laborious cultivators, but they have more 
manure to give their fields than other tribes. Next to them Brahmans get most 
out of their lands. An examination of the Crop Experiments shows that the 
outturn per acre of land tilled by Gujars is larger than that on similar land held 
by other tribes. 





CHAPTER I1.—VILLAGE TENURES. 


15. In this Tahsil, ancestral shares, if they ever existed, are now unknown. 
A lump sum has always been placed on each village as Revenue, and its collec- 
tion left in the hands of the Thekadars or Lambardars. No method was ever 
followed by them; or at Jeast cannot be traced, in the internal distribution of it 
over holdings, and in consequence the greatest inequality exists within villages. 
As in Kashmir all proprietary rights are held by the State; the,Raja is lord of 
the soil, but the cultivator has for the first time been givew the hereditary right 
to permanently occupy and cultivate the Jand he uolds, subject, of course, to the 
regular payment of Kevenue, on giving the proof laid down as necessary by the 
Settlement Rules, that he is entitled to such status. The Rules recognize two 
classes of tenants; those who have been given the right of occupancy or Assamis, 
and others having no right of occupancy known as Kashkars. ‘Though prior to 
these rules being framed, it was never officially recognized that these two classes 
were separate, it was nevertheless tacitly-understood that a distinction held good 
between the cultivator paying Revenue in Cash who had occupied the same land 
very often for generations, and the man who broke up new land which he puaid 
a Batai Revenue for. Public fecling in a village was generally too strong to allow 
a Lambardar to evict the former as he pleased, but he could do what he liked 
with the latter. A copy of the Settlement Rulesis attached to this Keport, 
Assami’s rights have been very liberally granted ; the late Raja Moti Singh, by 
importing cultivators and introducing wheat and other cereals previously un- 
known in Poonch, brought the greater part of the present cultivated aroa under 
the plough. Before his reign the population consisted almost entirely of Gujars, 
who led a nomad life with their flocks and herds and did little towards tilling thee 
land. 


An agitation, with the object of obtaining Proprietary rights, has been re- 
cently gaining ground. It originated in the Parl] Jlaka of the Sadhnuti Tahsil 
now under measurement; though the movement was not at first a popular one, 
the agitators by their vehemence and fersistence attracted notice and gained 
recruits. Among the latter is Raja Shulam Mohy-ud-din of Sadhrun. During 
the three years’ Settlemont work has been in progress, the Zamindars of the 
Haveli ‘’ahsil never thought of applying for Hak Mulkiyat. Recently, however, 
they have caught the infection and fearing they will not share any benefits the 
Sadhnuti people may win, have also raised the cry. Actually, the position of 
an assami in Poonch is more enviable than that of a peasant proprietor in the 
Punjab ; since the introduction of the Land Alienation Act the latter may only 
sell or mortgage his holding to certain classes, but the former may, with the 
consent of the Raja, alienate his assami right to anyone but a non-resident of the 
Stato ; he also is restricted, but not to the same degree as the Punjabi. Nowhere 
else are more liberal rights of user over waste land enjoyed than in Poonch. 


The other class of cultivators, Kashkars, either Lold Jand under Assamia, 
or Khalsa land the assami right of which rests with the State. A distinguishing 
name for each class is needed. As the sub-tenant of an assami the general custom 
is for a Kashkar to pay a half Batui rent, the Assami paying the revenue 
and the cultivator furnishing the seed, plough and oxen. When the latter is pro- 
vided with these, he is called a Halt and is only given one-fourth of the produce. 
On irrigated Jand rates often run higher than half. Khalsa lands are in the 
majority of cases newly broken up lands of inferior quality ; the Batai Revenue 
taken for them is consequently low, usually one-third or one-fourth of the 
produce. This kind Revenue paid by Khalsa Kashkars is so much direct loss to 
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the State, as no agency exists for its collection. It is the well known habit of 
]amhardars to pay the village Jama from the Cash Revenue contributed by Assamis, 
and to treat the Butat Revenue of Kagshkars ag their perquisite. The Stato has 
hitherto had no means of ascertaining when Nafor land was taken up, whether 
all cultivators paid their share of the Revenue or not, and whether they con- 
tinued unmolested in possession of their holdings or were ojected by the Lambar- 
dar whenever he chose to do so. In afewcasos protection has by the Settlement 
Rules been granted to sub-tenants of Assamis, but otherwise all Kasbkars are 
ordinary Tunants-at- Will Keble to eviction from year to year. 


16. ‘I'he village menials combine to make erch maund of actnal produce 

a considerably smaller measure by the time a Zamindar can 

regard it as his own. The Lohar, 'farkhan, Nai, Kumar, 
Chaukidar, Mochi, Masulli, Darzi, and Mirassi, all claim theirshare. he Mullah, 
too, exacts his due, though he can hardly be classed as amenial. For Assessment 
purposes itis only necessary to consider the Lohar and Tarkhan, as being directly 
concerned with Agriculture. These receive pay when employed on building a 
house and fixed dues every harvest for keeping tho village plonghs in repair. 
Tn 178 villages there are 76 different rates of remuneration. They are nearly 
always puid per plough at a rate varying from 10 secrs tol maund, In rare 
casgs they are paid per house and sometimes receive in addition 4 or 5 seers, 
called Bhijbara, at the time of sowing. Often they are given 4 or 5 seers 
when a new plough is made. The payment is always made in Paths, a Path of 
rice being 3 Poonch seers (1 Poonch seer=100 tolus==1} Jmperial seer) and 
nu Path of maize 4 seers. In some villages the Kamin is allowed a Gadda and 
a Pu'a, in all about 10 seers, at gleaning time; occasionally 2 Gaddas. The 
rate is highest in the Mundi Ilaka. \Hnough has been said to show how difficult 
it is to work out the proportion of the Kamins’ dues to the total outeturn. 
The most prevalent rate is probably one Pai (one Pai =: 8 Paths = 82 seers 

« maize) per plough every year. The deduction fixed, 5 per cent., is approximately 
correct, Jt hasbeon determined by choosing several villages in each circle 
where common rates prevail, and ascertaining by miniature produce estimates 
the total produce of each. ‘The amount falling to the two Xamins, Lobar and 
J'arkhan, on the number of ploughs the village possesses, has then been worked 
out. In every case have they been found to take Jess than 5 per cent. of the 
total village produce. It is not strietly accurate for the whole Tahsil as the 
rates vary even inside villages, but itis a suffcivntly liberal deduction. 


17, The following tablo shows the cultivating occupancy of each 
circle, and the size of the average Assami and Kashkar 


holdings :-— 


Meninls’ dues. 


Size of holdings, 
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Tho average area of Khalsa land held per Khalsa Kashkar is 1°] acres and 
per Khalsa Kashkar holding 2 acres, Of 5,005 acres held by sub-tenants of 
Assamis, rent in cash is paid for 1,007 and Batai ront for 3,980; the remaining 18 
acres are held rent free. Over 86 per cent of the area held by Assamus is 
Khudkasht, Although the Assami right over the Khalsa area, 3,108 acres, 
has been entered in the name of the State, it has been excluded in 
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calculating the average area per <Assami, as the State cannot be considered 
a true Assami. ‘I'he average area of cultivated Jand per Assami is less than 2 
acres; this is extremely small, and allows of wo surplus produce. ‘The regula 
payment of Revenue, and indeed existence itself, is only rendered possible iu 


many villages by the extraneous sources of income that the people possess. 


18. An abstract of mortgage aud sale is given below. By the Settle- 
sonst Rules no alienation of righss inland made subsequent to 
Sambat 1953, without the consent of the Raja, is valid. Reyrine 
tration of every sieed of mortgage and sale is compulsary, aid marks the comple- 
tion of the transacuyu., ‘be ... ‘omens Departmenbis authorized to confirm any 
transfer made prior to Sambut 1948 on receipt of the registration fee from the trans- 
ferree. Any transfor Ceting from after Sambat 1953 goes from the Settlement 
Department to the Kaja for sanction, and is registered on its return frem him, 
Files on all mortgages and sales have been mado by the Assistant Settlement 
Officer; about 1,000 cases in all have been dealt with. ‘Theregistration of many 
that have been returned by the Raja is pevding, as people, from fear of plague, 
are shuuoning the city. 


Mortgage und sale, 
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The area that has changed hands is insignificant; the alienee of any land 
is generally a Zamindar of the same village, In villages near the city the rights 
over land fetch as much as Rs. 80 or Rg. 100 per acre. The mortgages are, almost 
without exception, usufructuary, with the condition attached that the right mort- 
gaged shall be considered as trausferred to the mortgagee, if the consideration 
money remain unpaid after a certain period... This may account for the little differ- 
ence between the salo and mortgage prices per acre. The majority of the sales 
have occurred in the Sadhrun Jagir, where the Jagirdars, all Chowdhries, prefer 
to transfer their rights permanently toa fellow tribesman to securivg a mort- 
. gage that may at any time be taken up by tho State. 








CHAPTER III.—FISCAL IISTORY. 


19. Prior to Sambat 1949 nearly All the villages of the Tabsil wero held 
in farm by their Lambardars or other influential men, who 
contracted with the State for the payment of a certain suis 
as Land Revenue. As long as this sum was regularly paid, the State did not 
concern itself with the way it was extracted from the Zamindars, nor with the 
profit made by the contractor. In most cases the latter acted as Lambardar or 
put ia a man of his own choice, Feriodically the Theka of overy village was put 
up to auction, when, unless the bid of the existing Thekadar was sufficiently high, 
the village would pass into fresh hands, ‘hese general redistributions of 
Revenue contracts are always referred to by villagers as former Settlements; the 
Jast took place in Sambat 1937 and was to have remained in force for twenty years. 
It is unnecessary to dilate on the abuses of such a system ; the people under such 
circumstances were at the mercy of the Thekadar, who squeezed them in inverse 
proportion to their capacity of resisting hisdemands, ‘Ihe so-called Settlement 
of Sambat 1937 was not allowed to run its cours, for in Sambat 1949 the present 
Raja of Poonch, on succeeding bis father, Raja Moti Singh, abolished the practica 
of farming the Revenue and brought all villages under the direct management 
atthe State. hoy were then settled for the unfinished portion of the con- 
tract, 2e,, up to Sambat 1857, but, as by that date the present Settlement had been 
started, no further change hua since been made iu the system in force. 


Farly Revenuo history, 
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By the Settlement of Sambat 1949 the position of the people was in some 
way improved, Hach village was, with the consent of the Lambardars, assessed 
at a certain sum, the internal distribution and collection of it bemg as before 
left to them, No maps were prepared but an dssamiwara was drawn up at that 
time, giving each tenant's name and the amount of Revenue and extra cesses due 
from him, Generally the Tabsildar or some other Official helped to compile 
it. There was nothing in it coshow the area of the land held by the cultivator ; 
he was however given a Khalaunt or copy of the entry in the village Assamiwara 
referring to his land, giving the amount of Revenve be was expected to pay. 
In some Assamiwarus a distinction was made batween the revenue due on irri- 
gated and unirrigated land. Efforts have been made to trace any method or 
principle which might have guided the Lambardars in the Bach’, but apparently 
they followed none. No records exist to show any data oa which they made 
their decisions. ‘lhe natural consequence is that some holdings are grossly 
over-assessed while others pay merély a nominal revenue. It is this inequality 
in its distribution, external and internal, rather than the actual amount of the 
Revenue, that has weighed on the people. The Jamas of different villages have 
latterly been revised by the Tahsildar every three or four years, the usual result 
being an increase of revenue demanded from each. His action is always reported 
to the Revenue Minister for sanction. Since Sambat 1949 the people have had at 
least the satisfaction of knowing exactly what was due from them, aslongas no 
change was made in the Jama of the village; they have been freed from the 
rapacity of the contractors. But the change from Thekadar to Lambardar has 
not cut off from the latter all sources of irregular profit; as has been mentioned 
before he retains for his own use the kind revenue paid by Khalsa Kash- 
kars. As far as the State is concerned such land as they hold is revenue-free. 
‘The introduction of a Cash Assessment on all land will deprive him of this, 


Cesses realised by the 20. The following cosses are at present realized by 
State. the State ; the ameant of each is shown in the current Reve- 
nue demand Statement. 


“ Shakshumari.’—A tax on all milch buffaises and cows that have borne a 
calf, levied at a rate varying from 12 anuas to Rs. 3-8 per head. Barren 
animals are not taxed. 


‘* Zer-i-chopan.”—A similar {ax on sheep and goats at 1 anna per head. 


* Dhokiana,” -A grazing tax paid by all who take their cattle to 
their Dhoks with them in the hot weather. Sometimes a lump sum is taken 
ona Dhok, but more often arate varying from 2 to 8 annas per cow or milch 
buffalo is collected. Sheep and gats are not taxed. 


* Khana Shumart.”’—This tax is paid at Re. 1 per house by all who wish 
to be exempt from Begar. 


“ Rasad Sepahian.”—A cess of i or 2 annas per rupee of land revenue 
to meet the expenses of Tahsil sepoys employed in collecting arrears of land 
Revenue of any village. 


“ Mutarafa,”—=Mill revenue and the tax on non-agriculturists. 


** Sayer.” —An item included in the Revenue of certain villages in lieu of 
the presents which it was the custom for them to offer the Raja on the festivals 
of Dusehra and Basant. 

** Kasur Roghan.”—At one time the Court used to buy ght ata fixed rate 
from a few villages, Now the custom has been stopped and an item added to 
the Revenue of such villages in its place. 

“ Lot, Pattu.’—Formerly some villages used to contribute blankets and 
Pattu freo to the State; now a fixed price is paid for them. The villagers are 
glad of the opportunity of selling them. 

“ Kuth.’—An addition to the Jama of a village where the Kuth plant 
once grew. ‘The plant is very rarely found now, but the tax remains. 

T think in future the Land Revenue of all villagers should be considered 
to include all the above taxes except Shakshumari, Zer-techopan, Uhokiana, and 
Mutarafa. 
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Raknmat taken by Jagir- 21. The Jagirdars of Sadhron have succeeded in 
dara; collecting the following taxes :— 


Shakshumart, Dhokiana, Zer-i-chepan, Sayer, Kuth, Kasur Roghan, Talab 
Sepahian and Patiu as described above, and also 


Ain.” —A kind of Nazarna taken from Jagir villages. 
“ Edana.”—A present to the Raja of Sadhrun on the Hed. 


“ Jins Makat.”"—-In some villages the Raja of Sadhrun buys maize at a 
vory favourable rate ; in others he no longer does so, but takes this tax instead, 


“ Munshiana.’—A tax to meet the expenses of the Raja’s munshis. 


 Jora.’—Free labour taken by the Jagirdars from Mochis; the former 
supply the leather. 


* Patwar.’—The contribution of certain villages to pay the Raja’s 
Patwaris. 


Jagirdars of other villages only collect those taxes taken by the State, 
the Sadhrun Jagirdars bleed the Zamindars freely. It is alsethe practice on the 
ovcasion of a marriage for the bridegroom to present his Lambardar with Rs. 2and 
the village Chowkidar with 4 annas, With the present marriage fees taken by 
the State, expenses are heavy enough on such occasions without any extra 
demands. In future I propose that Jagirdars be allowed to collect no cess or 
Rakumat of any kind which is not sanctioned for the State. Ithas not yet been 
decided whether they are entitled to the grazing taxes and Mutarafa or not. 


22. The Mutarafa of this State corresponds to the Buha tax levied by 
Taxes on nomagricul the Khan of Teri on all Hindus and non-agriculturists in 
turists. the Teri Tahsil, except that in Poonch Hindus are 
naturally exempt from its payment. I suggest that the exemption might be 
extended to all Kumars. They are expected to supply gharahs gratis to all offi- 
cers on tour, and might well be let off this tax. The payment by other non- 
agriculturists will, I suppose, be continued. . ‘I'he usual rate, Re. 1 a house, is 
light. There are a few tribes such as Chumars, Churas, and others who wander 
about pitching their tents or building huts where the fancytakes them, A, 
ground rent from these people, and also from banias who erect shops on the 
roadside or on waste laud, might with justice be taken, sinee the proprietary 
right over all land belongs to the State. 


23. The Sadhrun and Kahuta Hakas with the exception of a few 
villages are held in Jagir by the Chowdhri tribe. The 
head of the family is Raja Ghulam Mohy-ud-cin. He 

claims descent from Raja Sher Singh, a Pajput (Suraj Bansi) of Chitorgarh, who 
became a Mahomedan at Delhi and assunted the name of Suraj-ud-din. Raja 
Suraj-ud-din wandered north through the Punjab and eventually settled in 
Kahuta with a few followers; in time he rose to the Chief of the Sadbrun and 
Kahuta valleys, where his descendants have lived ever since. ‘The present 
Raja’s relations with the Raja of Poonch are anything but happy. <A year ago 
an agreement was drawn up and signed by both, which, it was hoped at the 
time, would put an end to the constantly recurring disputes between the 
two. Many points requiring a decision have arisen from the agreement, 
and the important questions of the Jagirdar’s claim to Hak Mulkiyat, his right 
to collect Tirni, Mutarafa, and Dhokiana, the resumption of Jagirs, the appoint- 
ment and dismissal of Lambardars, and others, are still pending. 


Jagirs, 


Files on all other Jagirs arein course of preparation. I am unfortunately 
unable to detail the conditions on which they are held, as the State contem- 
plates a revision of them, which will, I believe, require the sanction of the 
Resident in Kashmir. All Jagir papers will be put up for orders in February 
or March when the Resident is expected in Poonch; outstanding questions can 
then be settled and a complete list of Jagirs, with their conditions, drawn up. 
I give below a list of the principal Jagirdars of the Tahsil and the Revenue 
at present assigned to them. The Sadhrun Jagirdars are not included among. 
them, as their position is altogether different. 








Name of village, Name of Jagirdar, Amount. 








Ra, a p. 
Nagali a. aes ... | Held by the shrine at Nagali oT) ace ae aa Th 741 3 0 
Jamai vee sae «. | Ali Asghar Shah... ms wee oie ase ove oes 1,182 0 0 
Chandak ... . ».. | Sardar Fateh Khan and brothers ... vee oy ne vai 122 0 0 
Kanoian ... ane ... | Babu Devi Singh, ex-Prime Minister a9 wee see os 1,762 6 0 
Bhanrch ... oe oo Do, do, eee eee eee eee 1,183 0 0 
Dara Bagial tee ». | Fakirulla Whan and others ‘ise sre sie re ies 885 O 0 
Hotar ea See »»» | Maulvi Yasin Shah and others... ue a oe eee 365 0 0 
Maidan ’ ... | Diwan Mohkam Chand, Governor of Poonc ae ove tes 243 0 0 
Bachianwali F see Do. do. ee wes ss 816 0 0 
Jandrala ... sae S32 Do. do. _ ini a 274 0 0 
Timrah ... ase vee | Pandits Mahdo Laland others... eee ie aes oss 406 0 O 
Bandi Kaman Khan +. | Beld by Damami Akhara temple in Poonoh City see aie $76 0 0 
Piodi ses re ... | Pandit Ganesh Das... a ad See ee ae eee 149 0 0 
Loran we ast ve. | Lhe Rani Deorhi, Bilaspur .,, aay Ye ak an be 3,626 0 0 
Salotri ... sae .» | Wazir Sundar Singh me ak ae, sex a no 1,096 0 0 
Tetri Not ... ost ... | Mian Poorah Singh ... sie ee Pan see te ae 1277 8 














If my rates are sanctioned, the majority of the above will be reduced by 
Settlement, for they pay at present a heavier revenue than similar Khalsa 
villages. 


CHAPTER IV.-GENERAL STATISTICS AND RESOURCES. 


24. The Tahsil has been measured entirely by triangulation on a scale 
of 40 Kadams or 220 feet tol inch. Only the high moun- 
tains in the North-East of the Tahsil, containing neither 
villages nor cultivation, have been left. unmeasured. Work was commenced 
three years ago, and when I arrived in November 1902 measurements had 
long been completed, and village papers were being written up. The only 
map of the Tahsil which shows the village boundaries is one made under 
the orders of the Assistant Settlement Officer on assuming charge in March 
of last year. The survey maps available are both obsolete and inaccurate, 
and give little assistance in Settlement work. The whole of the waste belong- 
ing to each village has been measured along with it, whether Government Rukh, 
Shtkargarh, or other unappropriated waste. The result of measurements is 
given in tabulated form below. It appears from it tbat 84 per cent. of the 
cultivated area is dependent on rainfall. Ail Hotar land is by no means secure, 
since the streams irrigating it often run dry after a mild winter. The Bonnar 
Kap area has been erroneously included in the amount shown as culturable; it 
is really unculturable and should have been entered as such. 

a ——= ————_—<——[———— _ 
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System of measure nent, 
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Total Tabsil ...| 178] 242,157 28,650] 92,268] 81,771] 174,089} 3,607] 2,695] 16,174) 14,730) 1,979 “esa 39,468 








Excluding the 28,650 acres under, forests and Rukhs, Kap comprises 
44,999 and Chiran 60,200, of the 174,089 acres shown as uncultivated. The 
area classed as culturable may easily convey a false impression as to the possi- 
bilities of an extension of cultivation, Practically the whole of it, if cultivated, 
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would rank as Rakkar or Khalsi, and the people prefer to keep it as it is. 
Indeed it is necessary for their existence that they should do so. ‘he present 
cultivation just suffices for their food; and eveu if an extension took place it 
would be difficult to find a market, within reasonable distance, for more surplus 
produce than that now provided by the fow well-situated villages near Poonch 
Uity. 


The following abstract gives in the form of percentages for each circle 
the cultivated, culturablo, and unculturable areas, and the detail of each class of 
land in percentages of the total cultivation :— 











Dural OF CULTIVATION, 
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25, In this Tahsil the cattle:constitute the chief asset of the people; the 
grass is good and the grazing ample. In addition to the 
area mentioned aboyo as Vhiran and Kap, there are nearly 
60,000 acres of land left unmeasured which are available for grazing, It is here 
that most of the Vhoks are situated. Ltis the custom in the Tahsil for each 
Zamindar to own a private hay field or, Aup, usually adjoining his cultivation ; 
the same is found in the Uri Tahsij. Their boundaries are known and their 
possession as jealously guarded as the other fields are. The Kap of every man 
has been measured in with his field aud included in his Khatauni, He has the 
same rights over both. I propose that in future a Zamindar be allowed to break 
upany Kap he may have, without obtaining tho sanction of the Stato, and that 
such laud be held by him revonne free till next Settlement when it will be assess- 
ed to revenue. It is unlikely that advantage will be taken freely of this con- 
cession, but as such land is not Khalsa, the permission, without which ordinary 
Nator laud cannot be taken up, is unnecessary | think in this case. 


Grazing and fodder, 


Tho question has arisen of assessmg Kap land. Following the example 
of Mr. Rivett in Uri and Mozaufferabad, sanctioned by the Settloment Commis- 
sioner in Kashmir, I have proposed no rate for Kap. Major Kaye, discussing 
the justice of taxing such land in paragraph 24 of his Report on the Asaign~ 
ments of Revenue in the above Tahsils, comes to the conclusion that though it 
mivht fairly be assessed, it would be impolitic to do so. The people have 
always regarded it as being held revenue free and to tax it directly would render 
the Seitlement extremely unpopular. It is taxed indirectly, since Tirni at so 
much per head of female buffaloes, cows, shcep and goats is taken from cattle- 
owners. 


Any encroachment by the Stato on the waste land now used for grazing, 
ie., Ohiran, or any curtailment of the rights of the people over such area, will 
hit them very hard. Their present standard of living is absolutely dependent 
on their cattle, Without them their iands would not get manure, and without 
mauure or water no crop except maize car be raised on the poor soil of the more 
elevated villages in the Tahsil. In most villages the people count on paying 
the revenue by the sale of their Ghi; it is almost the only marketable produce 
they possess, and as the country is opened up ought to form a valuable article 
of export. At presont grazing is permitted everywhere except over Shikar- 
g rhs and Rukhs, If any restriction be placed in future on the right at present 
enjoyed by the villagers of grazing their cattle free over the waste area measured 
in with their villages, or over Dhoks, if Shitargarhs are extended and more 
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land enclosed for Rukhs, existence for thom will become impossible and the 
Settlement will break down. 
The question of Tirnt and Dhokiana is treated in Chapter VIT. 


26. The cattle statements for the whole Tahsil 
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27. Foremost among the miscellaneous sources of income of the people is: 
that derived from the sale of Ghi and butter, There is no 
difficulty in finding amarket for this article, as it is freely 
bought up by Khojahs and Khatris for export. The latter advance money to 
the Zamindars when an instalment of revenue is due, and are repaid in kind 
during Assuj and Bhadon when the Ghi is collected. The longer the trader has 
to wait for it, the cheaper he gets his Ghi. The price of cattle, especially of 
cows and female buffaloes, has risen during Jate years, but to what extent it is 
hard to say as no stutistics exist showing what. prices were twenty or thirty years 
ago. Allold men agree that they have risen considerably during that period. 
They assert that the number of animals hag increased rather than decreased, but 
that the rise in value of Ght and butter bas sent up the price of cattle. Five 
and twenty years ago the price of Gii, was 5 and even 7 seers a rupee; now 
the Zamindars sell it at 2 or 21 seers. In these days a she-buffalo fetches from 
Rs. 40 to Rs. 60. Male buffaloes are regarded as useless and sometimes killed 
to save the fodder they would otherwise eat; their price is about Rs. 10. Plough 
bullocks can be bought from Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 and cows cost the same. Sheep 
and goats are worth anything from Ke. L.to Rs. 3. 


Cattle. 


28. The pastoral tribes, especially Gujars, make a good deal of money by 
the sale of Jois and Patiu. Lois are made by the women ; 
they are coarse woollen blankets requiring about 2 seers of 
wool each. A plain Loi is worth Rs. 3 or Rs. 4, but a coloured one sells at Rs, 7 
Pati is sold at 7 or 8 annas a yard, breadth 223 inches. Sheep are shorn 
twice a year, in Baisakh and Assuj. An average sheep gives half seer of wool 
each shearing. Luts and Pattu are exported in fair quantities to the Punjab. 


Sheep and goats, 


29. The inhabitants of villages, rich in brushwood and timber, sell wood 
in Poonch city; they get 3 or 4 annas a man-load. The 
whole Tahsil is however so well wooded that not much 

money is made this way. . 


Wood, 


30, Inthe reign of Raja Moti Singh lead used to be extracted froma mine 
in Mundi; itis not worked now. The people of the Islam- 
abad Ilaka earn some money by collecting the lime-stone 

found there, and selling the lime at Rs. 20 per 100 maunds in Poonch City 

There are several kilns in the valley. 


Mines. 


31. Bees are keptin a few villages; an average hive yields 3 seers 


Bees, annually ; the honey sells at 3 or 4 seers a rupee. 


32. Unfortunately the Tahsil is badly off for fruit, and I think a very possi- 
ble source of income is here neglected. Walnut trees are 
so common that there is little demand for the nuts; some 

villages make Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 by their sale. They sell at 2,000 or more to the 

rupee. Fruis gardens are at my proposed rates assessed as Hefar I or Hailt 

Khushki according as they are irrigated or unirrigated. Tio encourage fruit 

growing I propose that all fruit gardens planted in future be lield at half revenue 


Fruit, 
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rates till next Settlement. It is an experiment by which the State would stand 
to lose a trifling sum, but one that might have the happiest results. 


83. The people of this Tahsil do not go abroad for service in the same 
numbers as their neighbours of the Sadhnuti Tabsil do. 
When hard pressed at home or anxious to earn a little cash 
they sometimes go into the Punjab or Kashmir and work on the roads. Some 
Jabour for 3 annas a day on the Uri road, but in ordinary times such employ- 
ment is not to be had in Poonch. 


Labour. 


34. The mills here are of two kinds; flour mills or Jundars and rice mills 
or Paikohs, The former are worked on every stream 
whero sufficient power ean be obtained; all villages have 

one or two, while the Jarger ones have several. Paikohs are rarer and are 

only found in rice-producing villages; rice is husked, not ground, in them. 

Except near Poonch City, where the mills are larger than elsewhere and often 

owned by officials, it is usually the custom for a proprietor to work his own 

mill. If he puts a millor in to work it, he takes two-thirds of the grain it oarns 

as rent. An average mill will grind 1} to 23} maunds a day of twelve hours; 

the millor takes 2 seers per maund ground for hia work. Formerly 
there was no necessity to obtain permission¢to build a mill; as long 
as it did not interfere with irrigation a man could erect one where he liked. 

In future the consent of the Raja has to be taken before one*can be made, a 

condition which may have the effect of enhancing the present value of existing 

mills. 


Mills, 


In considering the assessment of mills I have followed the example of 
Mr. Dane in the Peshawar District, and worked on the principle that one-seventh 
of the gross income of # mill reprosents the Government share. A Register of 
all mills has been drawn up, giving the particulars necessary to compute the 
earnings of cach. The size of the mill-stones, the water-power, the percentage of 
grain ground taken by the miller, the number of months water is available, the 
liability of the stream to floods, the outturn of grain a day, the supply of the 
same, the distance of the mill fromits village, and the cost of its upkeep and 
repairs, have all been taken into consideration and the income of the mill in 
maunds determined. Jts equivalent in money has been obtained by applying 
the prices assumed for the ‘'ahsil, and, one-seventh of the result taken as the 
State share. This fraction varies from 9 annas to Rs, 11 for different mills. 
The following statement shows the number of mills in the Talfsil andjthe proposed 
revenue on them :— 





Number 


Class of mill. af 7 epee REMAgKs, 
mills, 
Ra. 
To Khalaa villages to te _ ins 343 989 
Jn Jagir villages .,, to een cet was 183 418 








Total Tahsil 4... ws 476 1,407 


The above figures include a large number of mills in Poonch City which 
have hithorto been exempted from the payment of Mutarofa. The present 
mill revenue is much below that proposed by me. Raja Buldeo Singh has 
intimated his intention to me of continuing the exemption enjoyed by mills of 
Pooneh City. 
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CHAPTER V.—CROPS, 


85. The table below gives the acreage under the different crops each 
barvesu and the percentage of each crop to the total 
cropped area during the year :— 


tee Sete ew ene Ven The ae = ~ oes 7 — 


Crop statiatice, 

















Percentage 
Name of crop. Area in acres,|Aren in acres, on total 
Kharif. Rubi. cropped area. 
Ries ais ae is tes ise He ee 5,630 wie 13-6 
Maize wee oss ove eee mee _ ais 28,175 eae 68°} 
Mung and Mash .., ea aes see Ree cae 917 sac 22 
totton ste ase sis we ove aes oes 462 tee ld 
Mothi eee tue eee ar eis sie ees 287 |) 
Other cevenls one aes tes aes ues ae 1? | 
Hemp oes eee ies wee ae ive eee 62 | 
Fruit and vegetables ase awe ive sie Sas 50 
Chillies a. ase ove wees ERIE 10 "9 “ 
Til ove ase ove vee oo ese ae 8% | | 
Sugarcano eve tee eee ose ee ar 52 | 
Jowar oes eae a ee es ie +, 91) 
Wheat es sas ees oe ve Lee i. at 3,754 91 
Sarshaf ... ae ste as of Mal am ”_ 3,296 3-1 
Barley week tena ony ll a 403 ‘9 
Pulses eee oes oes dee woe eos wae aes 24) 
Tobacco a» one eee Me ose see ae “xg 4 | 
Linseed oes eee ove eee see oes ee se 6 it 5 
Gardens and froit. vee és ass Hes ss = 108 | 
Poppy vee is ne oe ase oe sa 3 |J 
Total -_ ahd 35,796 5,598 100 











The Kharif crcp constitutes over 86 per cent. of the total crops harvested. 
Maize is the chief staple of the Tahsil after which come rice and wheat. It is 
only in the warm villages of the lower valleys that a spring crop is possible. 
A Kharif crop is sown over the whole cultivated area, thus the Rabi cropping 
roughly represents the amount of Dofasli land. ‘he area cropped is 41,389 
acres, and the cultivated area is 39,468 acres. 


36, The maize crop supplies the food of the people, and may be said to be 

System of oullivatio the only crop grown in the greater number of the villages. 
and crops. Rice and maize on Dofasli land are usually followed by bar- 
ley and wheat in Rabi. Maize is sown in Nawal villages from Ist to 15th Joth, and 
cut about the end of Bhadon; in the elevated villages it is not sown before the 
beginning of Baisakh ; it is cut then towards the end of Assnj. Land to receive 
it is ploughed twice before sowing and once at the time of sowing. It is 
grown on all classes of land except Hotar, and is practically the only crop that 
can be raised on unirrigated aud unmanured soil. When the maize is a hands- 
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breadth high the field is hoed, and when 2 feet high it is ploughed a fourth time, 
and the stalks ploughed up left to rot. This operation is called Sil. The seed 
has to be generously sown for a good crop to survive this thinning. It then 
receives a second weeding. There are two main varieties of this grain, white 
and yellow; the outturn per acre of the former isthe larger, but the latter 
variety ripens earlier and is consequently more popular in the cold villages; 
the people say that the white maize suffers in such villages from asmall insect 
that attacks the stalks. ‘The stalks are stacked for fodder and the cobs used 
for fuel. 


Rice is grown in Kharif on Hotar land to the exclusion of all other 
crops. The Aasmutti and Shah begam are the finest varieties; the next best 
rices are Garra, Garri, Ranjhi, and Ranjha, and after them such coarse varieties 
as Sakhdas, Paneal, Ghanari, Jhanjhan, Duyera and others. ‘hough the rice 
of the Tahsil is not of the best, it compares favourably with that of Uri and 
Kashmir. There are two ways of sowing it; of these the Bhatru, sometimes 
called Chatta, or broadcast method, is generally employed where the water is 
scanty ; the rice produced is inferior and at least three hoeings are necessary. 
The Panniri, or nursery method, is more generally followed. The process 
is as follows. The seed is sown in a carefully prepared and manured nursery 
during Jeth; leaves of the Drek and Buthuran trees are often spread over it. 
Meanwhile the Hotar field which is to receive it is ploughed twice, clearea with 
a rake (mnt), smoothed with a log (maj), and finally flooded. Transplanting 
takes place when the seed bas been twenty days in the nursery; the rice is then 
removed from the latter place and dibbled into the field every 6 or 8 inches in 
small clumps, ‘the land is kept constantly under water till the crop ripens. If 
the water is very cold a red grain of poor quality is produced. Hotur fields 
are never manured ; the maize has the first claim to any available manure, and 
there is never sufficient to spare for the irrigated area, In Nawal villages a 
combination of manure with the silt brought down by hill torrents is regarded as 
most injurious. Rice straw is generally burnt and the ashes spread on the field ; 
only in villages where the grazing is poor is it ever given to cattle. In many 
viliages where the Hotar is inferior, such area.as might produce a Kabicrop, if 
sown, is left fallow for that harvest, the ownors preferring a good yield in Kharif€ 
to a double crop and the subsequent impoverishment of the soil that they assert 
it would entail. 


Of the total area under wheat 87 per cent is situated in the Shahr Khas 
Circles; in the colder climate of the other circles it ripens too late for a Kharif 
crop to follow it, ‘Che varieties grown are known as Saghar, Mund and Dadar ; 
Mund is the best of these three; it ripens early and makes good Alto. The 
Nali method of sowing is not used ; it is always sown broadcast from Ist Katuk 
to the 15th Magher, the field having been previously ploughed and levelled once. 
Wheat is only produced on Hotar and Haili land; it is occasionally cut green 
as fodder for horses and elephants. 


Sarshaf is sown in Katak after maize; the land is first ploughed once 
and the maize stalks left on it. It ripens at the end of Jeth. The cultivation 
of this oilseed 18 rapidly becoming popular, and the area under it is increasing. 
It ripens early and its leaves as they fall and rot serve as a manure. 


Mash is sown on Miani and Kakkar land in Bhadon and cut in Assuj. The 
Jand is ploughed once before sowing. ‘I'his crup depends w great deal on a good 
rainfall. 

Barley is only grown in small quantities. There is no demand for it, 
and it suffers much from the depredations of pigs who are very partial to it. 


Cotton is sown in the lower villages on Miaut and Rakkar land during 
Phagon and Jeth. Itis picked in Assuj and Katak. Five ploughings at least 
are necessary before it can be sown. 


A little Mothi is sown with maize in snowy villages. It is cut before 
the maize ripens. 


There are two kinds of sugarcane, Katha and Pont; the latter variety 
is only grown near Poonch City. Gur is extracted from Katha; the standing 
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crop is sold for the State elephants. The profit this crop yields barely repays 
the labour it requires; six ploughings and at least seven hoeings are necessary, 
and without a great deal of faanure it comes to nothing. It issown in Chet. 


Vegetables are produced in very small quantities, 


The manures used by the Zamindars are sheep’s droppings and cow, horse, 
and mule dung. It is put on the fields as it comes to hand, and is never heaped 
or buried for any time first, 


37 Thedamage done tothe standing crops of the lower villages, and 
Damage done by pige eSpecially thoseadjoining Shikargarh, by wild pigs and bears, 
and bears, is very serious. The shooting in Poonch is strictly preserv- 
ed, and the punishment for shodting a pig or bear is severe. Two years ago the 
Raja yielded to the entreaties of the people so far as toallow themto shoot 
during the months when the crops ripev, but only on their fields as much as_ was 
necessary to protect their crops, ‘The people abused the privilege by organizing 
drives and slaying hundreds, and it was consequently withdrawn. Now 
they are loud in their complaints. It would be a great boon to the Zamindars 
if steps could be taken to put an end to this nuisance, for it constitutes a 
very real grievance. Thorn fences and walls, unless thick and high, are useless, 
and in many villages only imecessant watching by the whole village every 
night saves the crops. When I, first came to PoonchI thought the people 
exaggerated greatly the damage done, but what I haveseen and heard has 
caused me to change my opinion, The harm done by bears is insignificant, com- 
pared to the ravages of the pigs ; at present both are equally protected, although 
from asporting point of view, the latter;unless exceptionally big ones, are hardly 
worth shooting, 1 have asked the Raja to renew the privilege he granted two 
years ago and sanction the shooting of pigs inthe fields, Iam confident that if 
the first village abusing this favour has its hoense withdrawn for three or four 
years, the others will be careful not to offend. Unless this is done the State 
must be prepared to accept a loss of Revenue, and I would ask permission to 
make reasonable allowances for the damage these pests inflict, when announcing 
the Jamas of those villages which suffer from them. I have not done 80 in 
my Assessment proposals, as I hope that the permission to shoot them may yet 
be accorded to the villagers. 


CHAPTER VI.~PRODUCEH ESTIMATE. 


38. Wehave very little data on which to assume prices. In Statement II 
ees three separate prices have been shown. The Khush 
: Kharid Sirkar figures are those at which shop-keepers and 
grain dealers in Poonch City sell grain for the personal use of the Court. They 
are fixed by the Governor of the State, and the consent of the banias to them is 
taken. The details of every transaction were supplied by the Daftar-i-Diwani, 
and the prices for each year deduced from them, The harvest prices used to 
be fixed for each harvest by the Daftar-i-Diwani; they were intended to represent 
the rates at which banias had to sell their grain, but they were purely artificial 
prices and never recognized by the banias as binding. They were determined 
by consulting the returns submitted by Tahsils supplemented by the opinion 
of important Zamindars and Sahukars. The Kharif price was supposed to come 
into force on 6th Maghar and the Rabi price on 25th Har. Harvest prices have 
now been discontinued. The Sahukars’ Buhis would be a good guide if they were 
kept with any regularity or method. The accounts of several have been examin- 
ed and the prices shown under ‘* purchases of Sahukars” are the result, Though 
prices have been assumed for the whole Tahsil, it is only in Shahr Khas Ilaka 
that any grain is sold; in the other llakus the average holding is so small 
that the Zamindar has never more than sufficient for his home consumption. 
The only grain-dealers live in or near Poonch City. The Khush Kharid Sirkar 
and Harvest prices are of practically no use to us, for they are not the prices 
at which the cultivator sells his grain, We have to rely on the entries in the 
Sahukars’ books, checked by independent enquiry from Zamindars. 


Prices rule high here compared to those prevailing in Kashmir and 
neighbouring Tahsils ; it is doubtful whether the new road to Uri will hava 
the effect of making present prices approximate more closely to those current 
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there than they do now. The absence of a decent road has checked importation 
and left prices in Poonchindependent of those prevailing all round. Export 
andimport statistics show that no grain is exported from the Tahsil, and only @ 
small amount imported. Prices iu Kashmir have risen lately, but will always, 
in all probability, be considerably lower than Poonch ones, The latter is a 
populous State, and, as far as can be seen, will never be a grain-exporting one; 
any large extension of cultivation is donbtful. There is nothing to indicate 
that the prices assumed for the three main crops, maize rice and wheat, are 
likely to fall before next Settlement, The following table gives the average 
prices as deduced from the Sahukars’ Buhis for the last ten years, the same 
prices for the last five years, and the prices now assumed, Vor the sake of com- 
parison those assumed in the recent Settlements of Urj and Muzafferabad are 
also piven. . 
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ef. of y m a a 
au i & .. a z Be o 2 a = a a 
2 OR 210 5.3 o as 
wiz? | se | 28 a ee 
Staples, ESA EES 33 z 26 
Sesh | esa gs ae 3 
eka’. aoa. . 23 
Sige | Ffse | 8 85 ox 
< a nm a Au 
Za ate —- So eens Sos . — 
Rice (anhusked) ove be ses 32 28 30 44 38 
Maizo .., oye Si 7 eee 32 35 38 56 48 
Mash fpulso) ww sce totes 17 16 17 25 24 
Mung (pulse)... a a vee 16 16 16 28 24 
Mothi (pulse) eos 22 21 28 49 48 
Rawan ... ~~ er ie 33s sve 21 22 20 48 48 
Cotton, unplucked me ive aa avs ‘ 10 il lt 
Hemp... on we eee oes ser 10 ‘ 
Chillies ... 00, sae tee ee ; 8 - oe ove 7 
Poppy, por acre... eso . “ ve ose Rg. age 
ee ee es ae, ote 10 14 23 
Sugarcane, per acre... a aut tes ie x. Rs. 40--100 ie ee 
Potatoes re ii or ae ase hie Ris 28 20 25 
Wheat... vei ies woe bes ite 18 19 20 31 83 
Borley .., -_ oo ise eee tes Ves 46 40 48 48 
Gram... tes eee ase bes ac bey ive 10 a) Rs. 
Mattar (peas) ... se aoe wee oo i Bi 20 32 32 
Massur (pulse) ... se wee a6 ves ee et Vi 22 27 
Taramba sé ay vee “ay ery aed aed 28 64 48 
Kangni (It, millet) 9. ee tee aes ifs 3 33 46 48 
Ghanar .., nae eae ne aes 25 61 48 
Turmeric es ie oe wee tee we Nee 4 tos ees 
Tobacco ., see Yes eae ees os ae sce 10 sae ae 
Suarshaf (rape) ... wie van ts Sse 20 22 20 23 24 
Fruit and vegetables, per acre os Sez or bau Rs, 20 ae ie 
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39. Ibave been supplied by the State with the following figures con- 
Sada a tare ida cerning the export and import for the Tahsil during 
*poreancnere™  Sambat 1958 :— 







































































Main Exports. Main Imports. 

Article. Quantity. Dostination, Article. Quantity. From 
Bullocks nee aak oo 414 Kashmir Turnip ised. ah  Maunda 25 Kashmir, 
Sheep and gosta a 165 ‘i Mares Se bes 29 ig 
Ghia. ase | «~ Maunds 2,290 | Rawalpindi }Kullahs ... 2,620 is 
Walnuts i iv » 2,000 Py Shawla abs ish Thans 60 PS 
Violets ini. we BP Gram, ~S | | Maunds 230 “ 

Bull buffaloes... ve 406 55 Rice bee a ie 30 va 
Raw hides... 7 Maunds 347 5 Potatoes... -_ y 32 ” 
Guocbhis wk ed on 23 . Drugs, &. uw » 1,763 | Rawalpindi, 
Tobacco, suap, &c.... » 38,660 5 
Salt tae as » 5,077 ” 
Umbrellas, chintz, * 489 a 
porcelain, &c. 





See 
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40. In all 301 crop experiments over 277 acres, excluding those that 
have been rejected, have been made. ‘I'he greater part of 
them were superintended by Deputy Superintondents 
and Munserims, and aro probably about as reliable as crop experiments usually 
are. The outturn per acre of the crops experimented on in the different circlos 
shows to what a degree the productiveness of the soil varies with the altitude, and 
the relative proportion of the re-ults supports the manner in which circles 
have been formed. Statoment No. ILI gives an abstract of the crop experiments 
made on every class of land in each circle. The area experimented on, the 
resultant produce per acre, and the assumed produce per acre are shown; 
the experiments extend over four harvests. Very little assistance can be 
obtained from Zamindars in assuming rates of yield, for they know their 
partis to underestimate the return, and never fail todo so. A slightly higher 
yield has beon assumed for maize in the Outside Naka Circlo I than in Shahr 
Khas I, since the paople of the former circlo only attempt to raise a single 
crop while near the City the land is often Dofuslt. For crops not experimented 
on, the yield assumed in similar tracts has been taken. ‘I'he outturn assumed 
for maize, which influences to a great extent theresult of the Produce Estimate, 
is well belew that brought out by trial croppings. The cropped area on some 
classes of land fora single harvest, shown in column 16 of the Produce Ustimate, 
exceeds in several cases the actual cultivated area in column 29. ‘Irhis seems 
an inconsistency, but the explanation is that the figures of the Produce Hstimate 
are taken from the average of five harvests, Kharif and Rabi of Sambat 1957-58 
and Rabi of Sambat 1959. During Rabi Sambat 1959 a revision was made of 
the field classification throughout the ‘Tahsil and many changes offected. The 
area of cultivation in column 28 is the revised) area, but the Girdawaris were 
made on the classes of land as determined at the time of measurement before 
they wore revised. 


41, Of 5,005 acres cultivated by sub-tenants under Assamis, 3,990 are 
held on a kind rent, 1,007 on a cash rent, and the remain- 
ing 18 free of. rent. I-do not think there is much to be 
gathered from the cash rents. ‘he majority of thom are paid at Revenue rates 
to Assamis who have more Jand than they can themselves cultivate, or who are 
officials whose work takes them elsewhere. I give the detail of them below :— 
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Crop experimenta, 


Cash renta, 














Irrigated area | Unirrigated | Average cush | Avorage cash 





























Circle, held on a cash | area hold on a | rent per irri- | rent per un- 
rent. cash rent, gated acre, irrigated ucre, 
| Rg, a, p Ra. a, p. 
Bhahr Khas I son 26 157 5 9 10 20 0 
Do, IL a 63 20 6 
Outside Ilakas TT ,., 6s ai a oo 16 232 81411 241 
Do. II | 14 169 495 299 
Tier Ul! aa. cae Jake. hae, ate 23 308 478 | 218 3 
Pres Were: PRN TAE eens 
Total Tahsil ae bes 78 929 4 10 10 27 2 

















42, Statement No. V gives the detail of the Produce Estimate ; it hasbeen 
worked out in the usual way. As the amount of grain sold 
in the Tahsil is insignificant, the whole calculation is 
really fictitious. The value of it as a guide to Assessment hinges on the correct- 
ness of the prices and produce per acre assumed for maize, rice, aud wheat, 
They are responsible for Rs. 5,13,696 of the Rs. 5,47,504, which is the total value 
of the whole produce of tho Tahsil. The percentage borne by the half net Assets 
to the value of the total produce has been deduced from the rates of Batai paid 
by sub-tenants of Assamis as rent. As over 86 per cent. of the land held by 
Assamis is Khudkasht, the basis on which the State share is determined is slight. 
Of 3,980 acres paying rent in kind 2,910 acres pay a half Batai. The other rent 











Produce Estimate, 
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rates vary from four-fifths to one-fifth or less. 
veniently the amount of the State share for each circle and the resultant half 
net Assets rates on the cultivated area :— 


The following table shows con- 








Circle. 





Shahr Khas I 








Shahr Khas IT 


A ee ee 


Outside Llakas I 


ae 





Outside Takas IT... { 








Outside Hakas ITI 





a cy A RS 


Total Taheil ... ‘| 
| 
































Clase of land. = 
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Amount Rs. 17,765. 
* | Rate per acre .. “ 6-3-2; 
Amount Ra, 312 
Cl Rate per acro .., a 6-1-11 
i Amount Ra, 2,202 
” Cj Rate peracro... ,, 42.0 
Amount Rs, 255 
Rate per acre... 5 3-0-7 
¢ Amount Ra. 91 
* ¢ Hate per acre ... i 1-4-3, 
Amount Rs, 20,625 
Rate per acre ... i 5-11-6 


Hotar II. 





8,918) 
5-1-4) 


299) 


3-5-9 


2,196 


4.5-6- 


66) 


Haili K busbki. 





23,246 
5-1-1 


3,590 


4-2-9 





21,759 
5-7-0) 


11,089 





2-9-10 





2-10.10 


ere 


12,323 
4.9.2 


249) 19,689 


80,278 


4-7. 


4-5-8 





§-15-5 















































‘S is 

3 = 

a ee ee 
8,738} «185, 9) 58,861 
21-10] 0-9-6 01-10) 4-7-2 
1,998 73 7) 6,274 
10-10, 0-7-9} 0-8-8! 2-10.5 
7,198) 615| 87,834,087 
2-2-9) 1-1-6 0-15-0; 3-12-5 
~g167/ 306 49, 17,497 
17-11] 0-18-10! 1-2-8. 2.12-10 
5,250| 400! 24; 25,703 
1-9-4} 0-10-8 0.9-7| 2-15-7 
' 27,346] 1,579 176, 142,322 
| 3-9-8 


1.13.9 sai aes 











In order that the result may be as accurate as possible, I have worked 
out the percentage of the half net Assets for each class of soil ineach circle. State- 
ment No. 1V shows how this has been done, and also gives the detail of the area 
paying rent in kind. The half net Assets rates on the cultivated area have been 
shown ; for the sake of comparison. J give below the half net Assets rates on the 


cropped area :— 
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Circle, 


Shabr Khas I 


Shahr Khas II ,,, 


Outside Ilakas I 
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| (cuietunietenatmentatadl 1 aebeeeeinieienenee | | aerate aetiae 


Ouarside Nakas It 


Outeide Llakas LII 


eon tN 


(| Khalsi 





Class of land, 





Hotar 1 
, Hotar IT 
Haili Khushki 
Miani Khushki 
Rakkar 


one 





—————— 





Hotar I 
Hotar II 

Haili Khushki 
Miani Khoshki 
Rakkar 
Khalai 





Hotar 1 
Hotar II 
Haili Khushki 
Miani Khoshki 
Kakkar 
Khalsi 
Hotar 1 

Hotar II... 
Haili Khuehki 
Miani Kbushki 
Rakkar 
Khalai 











Hotar | 
Hotar JI 
Haili Kbushki 
Miani Khushki 
Rakkar 
Khalsi 


ee ae ee | eee 


area, 
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rE 
93 
4,524 























Cropped Rate per acre 
area, of oultjvation. 
Acres, Rs. a. p. 

3,512 6 3 2 
1,983 56 14 
6,238 511 1 
3,929 2 110 
156 09 6 

. 14 Oo 110 
83 6 111 
91 38.5 9 
1,105 42329 
970 11010 
59 6079 

6 0 3 8 
549 42 0 
543 45 5 
4,783 6 70 
2,846 229 
388 116 
71 015 O 
86 3.0 7 
260 2 910 
2,913 470 
2,844 1 711 
227 013 10 
33 1 2 8 
6g 1 4 38 
91 2 10 10 
4,579 4 65 8 
2,551 19 4 
347 ol 8 
27 09 7 











Rate per acre 
harvested. 
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The area of certain classes of land in some circles held by sub-tenants of 
Assamis is so insignificant that in taking it as our basis on which to deduce the 
half net Assets share we get a faise result, For example in the Outside Lakas 
Circle III, there is only one acre of Hotar I held on Batai rent, and the rate 
happens to be only one-fourth ; consequently the half net Assets share for Hoter I 
in that circle is assumed to be one-eighth of the total produce, and an unduly low 
rate per acre results. The high half net Assets rate of Khalsi is accounted for 
in the same way. For the whole Tahsil, however, the half net Assets are just 
under 26 per cent of the total produce. 

Lately I have been coasulting the Zamindars of every village as to how 
they wish the internal distribution of the village Jama to be made. It is curious 
tu see how closely the relative proportion which they propose for the Bachk rates 
resembles that of the half net Assets rates for the whole Tahsil. Nearly every 
village considers Haili is to Mianias 5 to 2,or 3to1. One sometimes finds Hailt 
held more valuable than Hotar JI, but more often the irrigated land is thought 


the better, 
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CHAPTER VII.—ASSESSMENT PROPOSALS. 
The following table shows the current Land Revenue of the Tahsil 


43, 


Fresent Assessment, 


kumat at present realized by the State 


and the Cesses and Ra 


or Jagirdars. 
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In addition to thig Cash Revenue there are certain lands, in Khalsa vils 
Jagos held exclusively by Kashkars and in Jugir villages by Assamis in many 
cases as well as Kashkars, on wich Revenue is paidinkind. In Khalsa villages 
jt has been shown how this Revenue never gets past the Lambardars ; Jagirdars, 
however, look after their own interests too well not to eollect it. The rate 
of batat varies from half to a quarter on Ab: land and from half to one-fifth on 
Khushki. In practice Jagirdars and Lambardars take what amonnt they can ex- 
tract from the Kashkars. ‘The areaon which Reyenue is paid in kind is seen 
below :— 
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Kaatsa AwEA | JAGIR AREA 
InaM ARFA LN 


TOTAL AREA 














IN ACRES. IN ACRES, ACRES. IN ACRES. 
Crrcur. 
os «| sl a] a 
: 2 ; ‘ 2 F 

ek ee me mee ae 

&/ EE] 8) EE] S|] £1] a] 2 

el/S 6,5; 8 |S] ess 
Shabr Khaa I «ww «wf 10] 19 6 | tes} aio) 2721 414 
Do. Il aes eee eee os. 35) . toe . . 37 
Outside Iakas I... die ss (heres He 38) 264 49 oa! 522 
No. II ace vee eee | 1s 413) 528) ] 14 584 

Dor “TE + tn ig i uk 5s} 18) 1,208 3 21} 1,419 
Total Tahsil ase ies 108) 3389 7é| 2,004 218 401, 2,976 



































The greater part of the Butui Revenuc is taken on Jagir land; a very 
common grievance will be removed by the introduction of a universal Cash 
Revenue, though the measure will not be popular among those Jagirdars who 
have hitherto succeeded in collecting half or more of their Jagir Nevenue in 
kind. It is difficult to say what this latter amount represents in cash. For 
those villages, the Assamiwaris of which distinguish between the Revonuo paid 
on irrigated «nd on unirrigated land, it is possible to determine the prevail- 
ing rates per acre of these two broad classes. But in many villages no dis- 
tinction is made, and consequently we can only dnd the all-round rate per acre 
which the present Cash Kevenue brings out for the area jt is paid on, and apply 
it to the Butai-paying area. ‘Lhe all-round incidence of the Cash Revenue is 
Rs. 3-1-6 per acre, from which it appears that the Kind Revonue, assuming 
the quality of the lands it is paid on to be up to the average, is equivalent to 
Rs. 10,447. Aga mattor of fact, Kashkars almost invariably hold the poorer 
lands, so tho above sum is an over-estimation. In referring further on to the 


present Revenno in comparison with that proposed by me, I shall mean the 
present Cash Revenue only 


44. To illustrate to what a degree the Cash Revenue rates vary in 
differeut villages, rendering the deduction of differential 


Cash Revenue rates, soos naan 
rates for irrigated and unirrigated land for the whole 
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Tabsil impossible, I give below some now prevailing, which have been ascertained 
from the Assamiwaras of a few villages picked haphazard from each circle :— 


























Rate pér acre of | Rate per acre of 





Name of village. Circle, irrigated land. |univtigated land. 

Rs. as p. Hs. a. p. 

Gulpur ane eet .. |Shabr Khas 1... 414 9 5 2 0 
Nurkot ve eo oe on Do. Il... 19 8 114 7 
Salara eee eee ee | Outside Tlakas IL ... a 1 3 6 
Chhoi -_ ee ese ove Do. ng bere te 18 6 
Sheikh Sowli... ves tee ove Do, II ... ie 24 6 
Kotli ... a ese ose oes Do. Il .. oo 811 0 
Dharmsa] Khari... ane Sie Do. Tu. 4 011 4 7 4 
Mangora tee wn tee ons Do. IT... 110 1 115 4 
Saikln ete ee D. Ite 618 2 210 
Shin Dhara ... aes ae sau Do. Il... 2 410 29 4 
Atanli one ove tee ss Do, Ill ... one 473 
Saroi .. we we a a Do. TIT... i 7 3 8 
ae 413 1 


Maharkot ove aoe ove pee | Do. iil ave 











SSS EE EE 

How unequally the present Revenuc falls on the villages can be seen 
from the above. I know one unfortunate village assessed at Rs. 1,800, while 
the rates I propose bring out a revenue of one-third of that sum. Another near 
the city escapes at present with paying Rs, 1,100, though a light assessment 
would be Rs. 2,500. 

















Proposed ratos, 45, I propose the following rates :— 
aaa aaa a —= <= SSS re 
“a “2 a te Ge 8 
4 a ee | ee 
é . o = 
Circle. mei fon re} vi o as 5 S $3 g 
g 3 3 a | a | feo | 283 
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Rs.a. p.| Ba,a pj Re,a pj Baa. pj Bsa, p.) Bs, a. pi Re ap} Rave. p, 

Shahr Khas : en 612 0) 600 48 0 240 140 080 406 8 211 

Do, Il .., 500) 4 4 0 3 8 OF 112 0 012 0 060 27 6 114g 

Ontside Ilakas = .., § 00 44 0 312 of 112 go 2100 080 2147 830 

Do, 1.] 48 0 400 840 18 0 012 OF 060 25 & 2 8 g 

Do. WW ... 400 38 8 O} 212 o 120 0 8 | 04 0 1315 8 2 7 8 
ee 





























The resultant Assessment, the revenue proposed and its comparison 
with the half net Assets and the present Cash Revenue are discussed circle by 
circle further on. 


I find it difficult to find neighbourmg Tahsils with a former fiscal 
history, system of Cultivation, classes of land, and general description of country 
sufficiently similar to this Tahsil to make a comparison of rates possible, 
Perbaps the general conditions of the Uri Tahsil, settled in 1898, approach. 
those obtaining here as nearly as do those of any other tract, but in addition 
to the fact that it is richer in cattle, entailing better mannred Jands, the Haveli 
Tabsil is admitted by Zamindars and Officials alike to be generally moro fertile 
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than Uri. In the recent Settlement of Skardu, circles were formed-on. the 
kame system as they have been here; although a more elevated country 
Dofasli cultivation seoms to be the rule there, while in Poonch it is the excep- 
tion, Gomg further afield, we find in the small Makas of the Simla District, 
treated by Colonel Wace in 1882 as Assessment circles, many points which 
they share in common with this Tahsil. The land tenure which existed there 
before Settlement. is that of this State; the same dependence on flocks and 
herds for the maintenance of the standard of agriculture and living, similar 
soils, climate, natural features, and general conditions of life are found in 
both places. Colonel Wace’s words ‘ Most of the cash required for the pay- 
ment of Government Revenue is obtained by the sale of wood and ghi......ceseee 
dihodecindseudeiees Rules iedige In a hill tract such as this, where the holdings are 
extremely small, the produce is mainly consumed by the agriculturists, and 
the marketing is confined to what must be sold in order to pay the Revenue, 
buy clothes, and meet urgent social expenses,” might have been written about 
this Tahsil. 

46. The distinguishing features of this circle are briefly the broad level 
fields, abundance of water, mild winter, proximity to a 
market, good class of rice produced, comparatively large 
avorage holding per Assami, and possibility of Lofasli cultivation, On the other 
hand, most of the villages enclose within their boundaries, as Rukhs and Shikar- 
yarhs, with their attondant disadvantages, land which they badly need for 
grazing their cattle. Ithink this circle has hitherto been lightly assessed ; 
certainly in comparison with the other circles it has been fortunate as regards 
its Revenue. Perhaps its position near the Palace may account for this; while 
the Thekadar of somo mountain village in Mundi might rackrent the wretched 
cultivators with impunity, he would probably hesitate before fermenting dis- 
content near the City, An additional reason may be the amount of land owned - 
by influential men in this circle. Lhe present Revenue Rs. 42,115 is 26 per 
cent less than the half net Assets. The proposed rates, the resultant Revenue, 
and the actual Assessmont proposed, are as follows :— 


ShabrKhas I. 



































Ct of an ae oe ee | ee 
= | ee | ae 
Acres. Rs. a. Rs. Rs, 
Hote Te sah ay Ake eae 2,866 512 0! 16,480 ss 
Hotar Il... see vee ove oe 1,754 5 0 0 8,770 ica 
Haili Khushki —... wee ons on 4,083 4 8 0 18,374 1a 
Miani Khushki neue 4,136 | 2 4 0 9,306 a 
Rakkar us ms we aes wee 312 1 4 0 390 en 
Khalsi we on on oe oe 77 0 8 0 38 ane 
Total vee ane 13,228 4 0 6 53,358 53,347 














Tho Assessment proposed works out to 91 per cent, of the half net Assets 
with an all-round rate per acro of cultivation of Ks, 4-0-6. The increase oa the 
present Revenne is ts. 11,232 or 27 per cent. In the Kothai Cirelo of the Uri 
Tahsil, similar in many respects to this circle, the rates are, Holur Rs. 4-8-0, 
Lapara Khushk: corresponding to Aatli Khushki Rs. 8-0-0, Maira Khushki or 
Miani Khushl:i Re. 1-6-0, and Tuli or Hakkar Re. 1-0-0. Those I propose aro 
higher all round. 

47, This isa smaller circle possessing in a less marked degree many of 
the feamres of Shahr Khas 1. The villices however ara 


Pane all on the hill side and thero is very little level area. ‘ihe 
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present Revenue is Rs. 4,548, or 28 per cent. less than the half net Assets. 
The proposed rates, the resultant Revenue, and tho actual Assessment proposed, 
are as follows :— 























Chan of ln eee eee 

| Acres. Rs. a. p. Re Rs 
Hotar 1 ... ate ar ase | 51 & 0 0 255 pe 
Hotar II ... vee a3 89 44 0 378 is 
Haili Khushki... tee oe Ff | 861 3.8 0 | 3,014 os 
Miani Khushki ... ie wee a 1,187 112 0 2,077 ag 
Rakkar eee oer wre ite 150 012 0 313 Pr 
Khali. toe ove eee tes 30 6 6 0 11 as 

a | es 


Total seas 2,368 27 6 5,848 5,590 








The proposed Assessment amounts to'SY per cent. of the half net Assets, 
with an all-round rate per acre of cultivation of Rs. 2-5-9. The increase on 
the present rovenue is Rs. 1,042 or 23 per cent. 


48. This circle and the remaining two circles, Qutside Iakas IT and III, 
differ from each other in dogree only. In each Gujars are 
the predominating tribe, and in each the revenue is met 
from the miscellaneous sources of incoine; whatever grain is produced is con- 
sumed at home. The villages are small and the irrigated aroa insignificant. 
The cultivated area in this circle is fairly level, and the climate allows a Rabi 
crop onthe Havli land of somo of the villages. The present Revenue is Rs. 28,158 
or 17 per cent, less than the half net Assets. 


Outside Ilakas I. 


The proposed rates, the resultant Revenue and the actual Assessmont 
proposed, are as follows :— 


























Cultivated Proposed Besultant Proposed 

Clasa of land, Aroa, Rates. Revenue. Hovde: 

Acres. Rs. a. p. Rs. Rs. 
Hotar I eee ase ave eas eee 534 5 0 0 2,670 see 
Hotar II... ase ove _ ove 506 4 4 0 2,151 3 

Haili Khushki ,.. tee wee woe 4,003 312 0 15,011 

Miani Khushki ,,, ove owe ona 3,315 112 0 5,801 st 
Rakkar aoe one tne oo 562 100 562 ais 
Khalsi bs ee ios es 93 08 0 47 ave 

Total ase as 9,013 214 7 26,242 27,424 














The proposed Assessment works out to 81 per cent. of the half net Assets, with 
an all-round rate per acre of cultivation of Ks. 3-0-1. he decrease on the 
present Revenue is Rs. 734 or 3 per cent. In this and in the remaining two 
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circles, the proposed Revenue differs from the present Revenue by considerably 
more than the above figures appear to show. All the sixty odd villages of the 
Sadhrun Jagir are situated in these circles, and in each of them the Jagirdars 
collect a certain amount of their Revenue in kind. Sometimes as much as half 
the cultivation in a village pays a kind Revenue, The amount of such land in 
each circle is shown on pago 66. The decrease will be really more than 3 per 
cent, This circle is rich in cattle. 


49. The villages of this circle are ull elevated and subject to snowfall. 
Maize is practically the only crop, and there is very little 
Uofas% area. Only 5 per cent. of the cultivation is irri- 
gated, and on this a poor class of rice is produced. The grazing is extensive 
and the people are rich in cattle. The small and terraced fields are liable to be 
washed away by heavy rains. The climate is similar to that of Shahr Khas IT, 
The present Revenue is Rs, 15,652, or 10 per cent. less than the half net Assets, 
The proposed rates, the resultant Revenue, and the actual Assessment proposed, 
are as follows :—= 


Outside Llakas II, 

















i As 
Clans of land: Cultivated | Proposed Resultant sessment 














area. rates. Revenue. proposed, 
Acres, Res. Rs. Rs. 
Hotar I ioe ane wee see aes 84 4 8 0 378 
Hotar ni eee eee eee ooo ace 253 4 0 0 1,012 
Haili Khushki dis Nee ace oad 2,703 3.64 0 8,785 
Miani Khuosbki ... uae és ig 2,784 18 0 4,176 
Rakkar aes a6 ate Ses ood 354 012 0 266 
Khalsi wee oe Prry eee eee 43 0 6 0 16 
Total ove ee 6,221 25 8 14,633 15,455 











mS a ee 





The proposed Revenue works out.at 89 per cent of the half net Assets, with an. 
ull-round rate per acre of cultivation of Ks. 2-7-9. The decrease on the present 
Revenue is Rs. 197, or 1 per cent. on the Cash Revenue only. 


50, These villages are all situated high up the mountain sides, and are 
e sometimes for months under snow. The soil is poor and 
stony and the fields suffer much after heavy rain. In 
many villages the grain produced only suffices for eight months in the year, and 
the people are driven abroad for labour. Only 2 per cent. of the cultivated area 
is irrigated; aspring crop is never gown. The grazing area is large and the 
wealth of the people in flocks and herds enables them to pay the Revenue, The 
people generally lead a harder and more precarious existence than those who 
dwell on the lower slopes and in the valleys. The present Revenue is Rs. 21,201, 
or 18 per cent. less than the half net Assets. The proposed rates, the 
resultant Revenue, and the actual Assessmont proposed, are as follows :— 


Outside Takas ITI. 
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Clas ofan. i aad gerd eee 

Hotar Iw. Sete a ool. ose = 
Hotar II... 93] 3 8 0 326 
Haili Khoshki nets as 4,524] 212 0 12,441 
Miani Khusbki sae ave see 3,308 120 3,722 
Rakkar 0 ute sne aes tes 601} 0 8 0 301 
Khai “aur Sel Ge i. 40} 040 10 

Total ..| 8,638]. 115 8] 17,088| 18,645. 


—— 
————eSee 
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The proposed Revenue works out to 73 per cent. of the half net Assets, with an 
all-round rate per acre of cultivation of Rs. 2-2-6. The decrease on the present 
Revenue is Rs, 2,556 or 12 per cent. The viflages of this circle are both un? 
equally and over-assessed ; a few ure constantly in arrears with their Revenue, 


51. The following table shows the revenue proposed for the whole 
Tahsil. It includes all Jagirs, Muafis and Inams, but does 





























Total Tabsil, $ ° 
7 not include the Lambardari and Patwar cesses, Muturafa 
and grazing taxes :— 
Sar ae zs 
Prosent Iucreare on Decrenso on 
. Revenne Rovenue Percentage Percentage 
Circle, Aaa 2 at rates, proposed. ea. of increase, den. of decrease. 
Rs, Rs. Ra, Rs, Bea, 
Shabr Khas! ... 42,115 53,358 53,347 11,232 27 | oe ‘ii 
Do. II... 4,548 5,848 5,590 1,042 23 
Outside Llakas I 28,158 26,212 27,424 ee we 734 3 
Do. II 15,652 14,633 15,455 ee ae 197 1 
Do, I 21,201 17,088 18,645 ee = 2,556 12 
Total Tabsil... 1,11,674 117,169 1,20,461 8,787 79 nee ae 


ee en a pee - = 
=— —=—<———— — lee eee 


The increase, if my proposals aro sanctioned, will fall on the Shabr Khas Circles, 
which are in my opinion very well ablo to bear it. ‘I'he all-round incidence 
per acre of cultivation of the present Revenue in Shabr Khas J, notwithstanding 
tbat 35 per cent. of its cultivated area is irrigated, is less than 1 anna higher 
than that of the Outside Iakas I Circle. Shahr Khas IJ pays at present 8 
annaa 6 pies per acre less than the poorest of the circles I have formed. 











The rates I propose are high ; indeed J can find no tract of country with 
similar agricultural conditions where the rates are not lower than mine. But 
the present Revenue of the Tahsil, whatever its need for revision may be, may 
be said to have been regularly paid, the people are well housed and warmly clad, 
their indebtedness is trifling, and there is none of that throwing up and deser- 
tion of land which was such a prominent featuro in Kashmir before Mr. 
Lawrence's Settlement. However great the progress of the country during the 
last forty years may be, the future of Poonch still lies before it. The construc- 
tion of the Rawalpindi road will brigg markets for the sale of their Ghi and 
butter within easier reach of the people and will, I hope, stimulate the cultiva- 
tion of fruit trees. For the wealth of the State does not lie in its agricultural 
produce; the pressure of population is tod great for it ever to be a grain export- 
ing country. 


I doubt very much if the actual fertility of the soil or the potential 
expansion of cultivation justify the rates I propose. They are unly possible 
on the condition that the people remain the cattle owners they are now. It is 
for thia reason that J venture once more to draw attention to the vital importance 
of keeping intact. the present grazing area, and not interfering with the rights 
enjoyed by the prople thereon; by this I do not mean that permission to take 
up Nator land should be refused if applied for; what I fear is the enclosure of 
more land as Jéukhs and Shikargarhs. ‘The Chief Forest Officer assures me that 
the demarcation of forests, which is now going on, will not in any way close such 
area to grazing, though the people are under the impression that this will be the 
effect of such action. Further on I suggest future rates for Zirnt and Dhokiana, 
The State cannot impose a high Land Revenue on the grounds that the 
wealth of the people in flocks and herds enable them to pay it, and at the 
same time increase the grazing taxes or introduce identical taxes under new 
names. It may be asked why I do not propose rates more proportionate to 
the capacity of the soil, and a higher direct tax on cattle, sheep and goats. 
My reason isthat, even if it were advisable to reduce the present Laud Revenue 
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and assess the cultivation more in accordance with ite actual value, the vil- 
lagers would not connect such a reduction in Land Revenue with an enhanced 
tirni; the latter would, Iam sure, have a fatal effect on the number of revenue 
paying animals and quickly xill the goose that laya the golden eggs. Once 
the numbers of flocks aud herds dwindle, the Waili area degenerates into 


Mani, there is less grain than ever for home consumption, and nothing to 
turn into cash with which to pay the Revenue. 


52. There is no uniform rate of Tirni (Shakshumori and Zer-t-chopan) 
Pict ea Denes throughout the Tahsil. The rates prevailing in different 
villages are supposed to have been determined according 
to the amount of grazing ground available in each, and the number of cattle 
owned by the Zamindars. An examination of the rates in many villages does not 
bear out this theory; several villages rich in pasture land pay lower rates than 
others badly off in that respect. The villagers who find their grazing area too 
small are compelled for tive months in the year to drive their animals to their Dioks 
in the hills, It is only by doing this that they can eke out the grass in their 
villages to last through the winter. Dhvl:iana ig levied in addition to Tirni on 
the same animals, but I find that in some cases villages with low Tirni rates 
have sufficiont grazimg for the whole year, and consequently no necessity to 
visit a Dhok, while others not only pay higher Tirni but Dhokiuna as well. 
To equalise as fanas possible tho grazing taxes all round, [ have divided the 
villages into two classes; in the first class | have placed those villages where 
the grazing is ample for the number of cattle, and in the second those in which 
the Kap and Chiran aroa is insufficient. ‘There aro 98 villages in the first class 
and 75 in the second. Roughly speakingy\all Dhok going villages are included 
in the latter; there may be a few such in tha former Glass, but in their cases 
the people go to escape from the suinmer heat, or, as a matter of custom, 
what is a convenience to them is to the others a necessity. 


The Shakshumari levied at preseut varios from 8 annas to Rs. 4-2-0 per 
milch buffalo, and from 6 annas to Rs. 2-8-0 por cow. ‘the extreme rates are 
only found in two villages; the commonest.rates are from Rs. 2 to Rs. 2-8-0 
for buffaloes and Re. 1 to Re. 1-4-0.for cows. No animals are taxed until they have 
borne a calf, or if they cease to givemilk. I propose the following rates ; — 


2 ee = ee —_ ————- 




















Class of village. Milch 


buffaloes, Cows, 


ape ee ee 


A 





Rs. a. p. { Rs. a, p, 


Firet class villages .., mn seb one we eee tue eee wo | 2 8 O} 14 0 


Second clase villages oe a sn es she. 20 0 100 














Also a uniform rate of 1 anna per head of sheep and goats. This is the 
rate of the majority of villages. AJl Lumbardars, Pathans, Gakkhars, Kho- 
Khars, Chowdhris, Sayads, and Hindus have hitherto been exempt from the 
payment of Zirni, and, as it is the wish of the State, I propose that the exomp- 
tion be continued. The people of Poonch City were also excused this tax by 


Raja Moti Singh; Raja Buldeo Singh has intimated his intention of continuing 
this favour. 


Dhokiana, like Shakshumari, is levied on milch bnffaloes and cows. 
Sometimes a lump sum is levied on a Dhok, but more often a rate per head is 
taken. In some cases the village in which the Dhok is situated pays the 
Dhokiana and recovers it from the visitors, and in others it is collected by State 
Officials direct from the latter. I propose that in future all villages visiting 
Dhoks pay 8 annas per buffalo and 4 annas per cow; the present Dhokiana 
varies from 2 to 8 annas. I recommend that Tirnt be collected and paid in by 
the Lambardars with the Land Revenue as a cess, as has been the custom up to 
date. I would, however, leave it to the State to arrange for the collection of 
Dhokiana by special officers, who might visit all Dhoks in the hot weather, 
enumerate the animals, and collect the money on the spot. Were it the 
custom in a village to drive all its flocks and herds every year without exception 
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to a Dhok, then Dhokiana could be collected as Tirni is, But occasionally 
a village will forego its annual trip, and at other timcs some of the cattle will 
be left behind, so I think it will be more satisfactory if the tax is paid on the 
number of animals actually taken to the Dhok. A few villages enclose their 
Dhuks within their boundaries; these will pay the higher rate of Tirnt without 
Dhokiana, Zer-i-chopan is not taken from any Zamindar owning less than 
three sheep. 


53. The village of Nagali, about three miles from Poonch City, is beld in 
Batai-paying Jagir vi Jagir by a famous Sikh temple situated there; it is a 
ages. very well-known shrine in these parts, and lately has 
been feeding free adout 200 people daily who have fled tho city through fear 
of plague. The Revenue has always been paid in kind and the priests have 
petitioned that it should continue to be so paid. | have personally made 
enquiries on the spot and find that the villages prefer paying a Batai Revenue. 
The majority of the cultivators are Sikhs and the rate of Batai they pay at 
is light. Under these circumstances I think an exception might be made and 
a Kind Revenue collected in future as it is now. For the purpuse of calcu- 
lating cesses the village has been assessed to a Land Kevemue of Rs. 580. 


In the case of Madarpur village, also in this circle, matters are different. 
The Revenue of this village is assigned to the Ziarat there,*and has up to date 
been collected in kind. But the villagers, unlike those of Nagali, clamour for a 
Cash Revenue like the rest of the Tahsil, and although collection in kind is 
undoubtedly more acceptable to the keepers of tho Jagir, [ think it is only fair 
that their wish be acceded to and a Cash Revenue taken from them in future- 
They prefer the latter to the most favourable: Batai rate. 


CHAPTER VIII.—MISCHLLANEOUS. 


54, The majority of Lambardari cases of the Tahsil are still pending. 

As Lambardars are State servants, Jagirdars should not in 
future bo given the: power of appointing or dismissing 
them. The existing arrangements are not good; we find one man holding 
the sole Lambardari of several villages and in many others the number of Lam. 
bardars is excessive. 


Lambardars, 


55. Settlement Rule No, 11 B. (i) provides thes the present rate of 
Panjotra prevailing shall be maintained in all ordinary 
cases for the term of Settlement. At present 43 per cent. 

is remitted to Lambardars on the Revenue they pay into the Tahsil. I presume 

that this rate will be continued in fature, but that this cess will be over and 
above the Land Revenue and not paid out of it as it is now. 


Cesses, 


The following establishment will, ‘I think, bo sufficient to keep the records 
complete and up to date. ‘I'wenty Patwaris; five at Rs. 8, ten at Rs. 10, and 
five at Rs. 12 amonth. ‘lwo Field Kanungos starting at Rs. 20 and rising to Rs. 25 
with a borse allowance of Rs. 5 a month, and oue Office Kanungo at Re. 18. 
As in the Punjab the latter should not be a charge on the Patwar Fund. 
When the Settlement papers and records of the Tahsil are complete, and read 
to be banded over to the State, a Sadar Kanungoat Rs. 40, one-fourth of which 
will be paid from the Patwar Fund of each Tahsil, will be required. ‘The 
number of Patwaris necessary has been arrived at by allowing 3,700 fields in 
hilly villages, and 4,500 fields in the valley villages, to each Patwari. The 
period of one month usually allowed for Girdawari will have to be increased to 
a month and @ half if the men are to do their work thoroughly, for in many 
villages the fields are scattered and the going is difficult. 


The annual cost of the above establishment will be Rs. 3,240; a Patwar 
cess at Rs. 3 per cent. on the Land Revenue proposed will yield Rs. 3,614, which 
leaves a balance of Rs. 374 for stationery, &c.: this should be ample. 


These two cesses entail a substantial increase on the proposed Land 
Revenue, The following table gives the present Land Revenue, cash and kind, 
and the miscellaneous cesses realized in addition to it, compared with the Land 
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Revenue and cesses proposed for the term of Settlement. Grazing taxes and 
Mutarafa have been excluded in both cases :— 



















































































1 { 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 aa ae 10 
ae ee ce tet st it ee ie am amar er ber 
Prusext DEMAND, Proposen Dexano. a 
eer peer tee 3 
et ou we 
: Area in acres on | 3 o | as Bos >) 
© : s Qa ao 2? 
S which a kind Re- =e ge 3 § 2 
5 venu is paid, 5 ae A me 2. 
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a 5 p |& & rm A & fa 
Rs. Re, Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. | Per cent. 
Shahr Khas I 272 414} G51 42,766] 53,347! 4,001 57,347] tas 
Do. II 37 105] 4,658] 5,590: aio 6,0 +29 
Outside Lakas I 94 622 740} 28,89 27,4241 2,057, 29,481 + 2 
Do, II 14 584 527; 16,179) = 15,455: ae 16,61 + 3 
Do. I 21) 1,419) 1,562] 22,763 18,645; 1,899, 20,044) = ~12 
| 
Total Tahail 401| 2,976] 3,585] 1,215,259} 1,20,461! 9,034] 1,29,495} = +12 
FT cere a EE —————SSSS eS = MENT teceber Oerpede = 




















I have shown above in columns 3 and 4 the area on which a Batar 
Revenue is paid. Although this does not reach the State, the Zamindars have 
not the less to pay it. If its equivalent in cash were added on to the cash 
demand shown in column 6, it would approciably diminish the large percentage 
of increase brought out for Shalir Khas !, and increaso the percentago of re- 
duction proposed for the Outside Makas III Circle. 


It should be clearly recognized by both State and Jagirdars that no 
other cesses or extra payments in eash or in kind, save the Patwar and Lam- 
bardari cesses, Mutarafa, and the three grazing taxes Shal:shumari, Zer-i-chopan, 
and Dholiana, are to be levied in’ futiire from any cultivator or village. 
Auy attempt by @# Jagirdar to do so should be punishable by the confiscation 
of his Jagir. 


56. I propcse the following dates for the payment of the Revenue and 
Instalments of Revenuo, the instalments to be taken at each barvest :— 


Rabi.—In Shahr Khas I one-third of the annual demand on Har Ist, 
and in the other circles one-fourth of tho demand on Jeth 15th. 


Kharif.—In Shahr Khas I the remaining two-thirds, and in the other 
circles the remaining three-fourths. ‘he revonuo of this harvest to be paid in 
each case in equal instalments on the 15th Maghar and loth Poh. 


These arrangements meet with the approval of the State and the people, 
‘and will, I think, be convenient to all parties. 


57. ‘The present Tahsil Establishment will be competent to carry on the 
revenue work of the Tahsil, as both the Tahsildar and 
Naib-Tahsildar have a knowledge of Settlement methods 
and records. A Siah Navis should be appointed, as the Wasil Baki Navis will 
not be able to fill that post in addition to his own. I strongly recommend an 
increase in the pay of the Tahsildar and his Naib. The former at present 
draws Rs, 40 and the latter Rs. 25 a month. I think that the pay of the 
‘Yahsildar should be raised to Rs. 60 rising to Rs. 80, and that of the Naib- 
‘fahsildar to Rs. 30 rising to Rs, 50. If they are to do the work expected of 
them, they should be adequately paid. 

58. Ina country such as Poonch there must always be a certain 


necessity for forced labour, but I see no reason why 
Jagirdars and Lambardars should continue the . existing 


Taheil Establishment. 


Forced labour. 
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custom of making right-holders in their villages work for them without pay 
ment. The Stato pays for all bagar at present, and Jagirdars and Lambardars 
should, I think, be made to do so also. When a illage moves to its Dhok in the 
summer, tho villagers have to arrange for the transport of their Jagirdar’s 
property there free of charge; they also supply him with wood and grass all the 
year through, harvest his crops for him, and perform other unpaid services, 
The hegar taken by the Stato, although paid for, isa sufficiently heavy tax 
without imposing this extra burden on the inhabitants of Jagir villages; in 
future 1 propose that Jagirdars and Lambardars pay like every one elso 
for the work they take from the people. 


59. Ihave been supplied by the State with a detailed statement 
giving the outstanding arrears of Land Revenue and 
miscellaneous cesses on the villages of the Tahsil. Tho 
amount shown as recoverable is Rs. 30,675 and its detail is as follows :— 


Arrears of Land Revenue, 


Rs. 
Due from Mian Firoz Din... aes See or oe =—3, 642 
Do. Thekadars and Jagirdars .., seis wes ee 11,068 
Do. Patwaris ... vis = a nee ow =1,984 
Do. on confiscated Jagirs and Panjotra er we =1,406 
Do. from Lambardars ... im ies one ve 9,264 


Do. from Assamis aes és oe §=3,311 


Of the Rs. 11,068 due from Thekadars and Jagirdars, Rs. 6,000 is owing from 
Raja Ghulam Mohy-ud-din of Sadhrun, being thezamount for which the claims 
of the State against him were commuted. last year. When the 7hkeka system 
was abolished in Samhat 1950, Patwaris were.placed in a few villages to collect 
the Revenue; they havo since been dismissed, but Rs. 1,984 are owing from 
them. I think-it should be left to the State to recover the first four items due 
from eg-jagirdars, Mian Firoz Din, Thekadars and Jagirdara, or not, aa it 
pleases. In many cases it is impossible to do so, as the defaulters have died or 
left the country years ago. However any action taken by the State against 
these men will not handicap the new Settlement in any way, 


The Tahsildar has explained to me village by village the remaining two 
items of Rs, 3,311 shown as due from Assamis, and ‘Rs. 9,264 as due from Lam- 
-bardars. The-former sum is spread over twenty-four villages, two alone ‘being 
responsible for Rs. 1,538 of it. Some of it is the Revenue on land which has been 
‘washed away, and should have been remitted. A certain proportion is not 
really recoverable at all, boing claimed by the State when it has already been 
collected by Jagirdars. In nearly every case the arrears date from Sambat 
1950-52 when tho Theha system was discontinued; a great deal of confusion 
appoars to have followed the change from ‘Phekadars to Lambardars or Patwaris, 
during which the arrears accrued. A large amount has been recovered, but these 
few hundreds are still shown as owing, .The smallness of the amount oute 
standing tends to prove that the T'ahsil generally is not over-assessed. 


The Rs. 9,264 shown against Lambardars also diminishes on close examin- 
ation. It is spread over thirty-two villages. In some the Lambardars den 
having collected it from the peoplo; in others they acknowledge that they have 
collected it, but have retained it on various grounds. For example, in. the 
village of Gagrian, the Lambardar on the promise of being given a Jagir, 
engaged to raise the revenue of the village by'Rs. 500. The increase was not 
paid, and his Jagir was consoquently resumed, but the Rs. 500 is still shown ag 
owing from him. In another village a man paid Rs. 400 as Nazarana for the 
Lambardari; as all Lambardaris.are now being revised, he has recouped himself 
by that amount from the villago Jama, so as to be no' loser if he should lose hig 
‘post, In many villages the Lambardars have kept back some of the Revenue 
as surety: for their: Panjotra, and soon all down the list. A -oertain amount is 
admitted by both Lambardars and ‘Assamis as being due'from them, and they 
are willing to pay it. 


However desirable it may be to start: the new Settlement free of all 
sarrears as regards the ‘Lambardars and people, it would: be uawise I think to 
‘strike off what is justly due from defaulting’ Lambardars and recalcitrant. land- 
holders. The: people:in the other ‘Tahsils are under: the impression that all 
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arrears aro to be annuiled at Settlement, and some difficulty is being expori- 
enced in collecting the Revenue. If I am given the power of deciding how 
much of the Rs, 12,575 shown against Lambardars and Assamis ia to be remitted 
and how much is to stand, I could, when announcing the village Jamus, investi- 
gate in company with the Tahsildar the arrears of each village and pass orders 
thereon. Villages that have boen grossly over-assessed up to date should be 
allowed to start again with a clean slate. 


60. The question of tho recovery of their share of the cost of Settlement 
from Jagirdars, is one that effeots chiefly the Sadhrun 
Jagirdars. With other questions pending connected with 
the latter, it will be referred to the Resident when he visits Poonch. 


61. J propose twenty years as the term of Settlement. It is double the 
period that Kashmir Tahsils have been settled for, but the 
circumstances of Poonch are very different. The cost of 
Settlement has up to date been exceptionally heavy aud a great tax on the State. 
No large extension of cultivation is probable, and there is little room for improve- 
ment in the present cultivated area. ‘The rise or fall of prices in the Tahsil, 
which have always been fairly constant and singularly independent of those 
prevailing all round, will not affect the people to any great extent, as the 
majority of the villages do nox pay the Revenue from the sale of grain. I hope 
the new assessment can be given offect from the coming Rabi harvest. 


Cost of Settlonient, 


Term of Settlement, 


Poonog : R. H. CHENEVIX TRENCH, Lieor., I. A., 


January 19th, 1903. Settlement Officer, Poonch. 
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Note by Mr. E. G. COLVIN, LC.S., Resident in Kashmir, dated 
Sooran Camp, 2nd Apyil 1903, on the Assessment Report of the 
Haveli Tabsil. 


1. The Assessment Report is full and complete, and the general im- 
pression conveyed is that the people with whom we have to deal are quite as 
much pastoral as agricultural. It is, therefore, a somewhat difficult Settlement, 
as the people do not, as is the general case in India, depend on their crops 
only or even mainly. he assessment although showing no groat increase on 
past payments is nevertheless high, and in view of the dependence of a great 
part of the people on their cattle, 1 agree with the Settloment Officer that 
it is most necessary in the interests of the Land Revenue that the grazing 
grounds should be preserved. 


2. The figures adopted in this for outturns in value of maize, rice and 
wheat, the three staple crops of the country, are by no 
means pitched too low. The prices are slightly lower than 
actually prevailed in the country during the last five years, but the assumed pro- 
duce per acte based on the crop experiments gives figures which are probably 
not much below the truth. be Settlement Officer states that the prices adopted 
are purely fictitious as the grain is not really taken to market. But nover- 
theless there must be some exchange and barter of grain and the prices adopted 
are afair indication of the amount that the agriculturists are saved from 
spending by vrowing their own corn, The value of the total produce given by 
the Settlement Officer for sale is Rs. 5,47,400, while the revenue proposed, 
exclusive of the Lambardari and Patwari cess, is Rs. 1,20,461. ‘his amounts to 
nearly two-ninths of the whole, which would be a large sharo to take as Revenue 
only, but considering the circumstances of Poonch, it is not perhaps an 
unreasonably high proportion. The new Land Revenue with cesses as proposed 
totals Rs, 1,29,495 as against the old Land Revenue and Rakumat, amounting in 
all to Rs, 1,15,259, or an increase of 12 per cent. 


3. One point which strikes mo in the proposed assessment isthat there 
is not sufficient need for the distinction between Hotar I] and 
Haili land. Lobserve that the people sometimes put Hotar 
II and Hoili togcther, and even sometimes put a higher rate on Jail land than 
on Hotar II. ‘Vhis being so it seems to me quite unnecessary for assessment pur- 
poses to have separate rates for those two, although it may be desirable to troat 
them separately for statistical purposes, since one is irrigatod and the other is 
unirrigated. Isbould recommend that Hotar If and Haili should be combined 
in one class, the rates proposed on the former land being slightly reduced and 
those on the latter slightly increased. I also think that there might bea 
greater distinction between [Iaili and Miani than the Settloment Officer pro- 
poses. 1 observe that in paragraph 42 of the Report the Settlement Officer 
says that tho villagers consider JTatlt is to Miant as 5 to 2 or even 3 tol. This 
is no doubt a valuable opinion, as most of the villagers possess both classes of 
land and it is to nobody’s interest to misrepresent facts in the matter. Yet 
I notice that the rates observed by the Sottlement Officer in his proposals for 
Haili and Miani is generally about 2 to 1 only. 


The Prodaco Estimate. 


Assessments. 


Taking theso points into consideration Iam disposed to think that the 
following rates might be adopted :— 


Hotar I[=-Haili. Miani. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p 

Shahr Khas | sk a 412 0 20 0 
Do. Ir... fg ae 4 0 0 110 0 
Outside Ilakas I... a ae 4 0 0 1 8s 0 
Do. TE se Se Pm 3.6 =O 12 0 

Do, Ill. : ee 38 0 =O 012 0 


I notice that there is not much difference in the assessment between the 
Circles Shahr Khas IJ and Outside Ilakas JI. The proposed rates give an all 
round rate of Rs. 2-7-6 in Shahr Khas II and Rs. 2-5-8 in Outside Ilakas IT, 
although the inhabitants of the Shahr Khas II Circle may not have any surplus 
grain for sale, still they probably deal direct with Poonch City in regard to the 
sale of milk and ghi, &c., und other commodities, and their propinqnity to 
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Poonch must give them some advantages. The assessment proposed for 
Outside llakas IT is considerably above the figures brought out by tho rates 
and the resultant all-round rate is actually nigher than that of Shahr Khas 
II. The rates in the Outside Ilakas Il Circle might be reduced slightly as 
follows :— Haili-Hotar 11 Rs. 3-6-0 and Miant Rs, 1-2-0. These rates have 
already been adopted in the list above. The proposals of the Settlement Officer 
will have the effect of increasing the assessment on Shahr Khas and reducing 
them in the Ouiside Ilakas Circles. I agroe that this result is fair and justifi- 
able, ‘I'he present Revenue paid by tiie Outside [lakas Circle is undoubtedly 
high, compared with that paid in Shahr Khas Circle, and equality of taxation 
can only be secured by increasing the burden on tke latter and lightening it on 
the former. The Outside Ilakas may perhaps have better grazing, but this 
does not compensate forthe want of //ofar land, and the fact that they have 
practically no double-cropped land. 


4, ‘fhe system proposed by the Settlement Officer of dividing all villages 
into two classes is good but the rates proposed for Tirnt 
aud Dhokiana appear to mo to impose on the people a 
heavy cattle tax. 1t is to be remembered that the wealth of the people in cattle 
has already been to some extent considered in fixing the assessment on land. 
Rough calculations shew that a Tirni of Rs, 2-8-0 on buffaloes, Re. 1-4-0 on cows, 
and one anna on sheep and goats, would mean taxing the cattle to the extent 
of more than one-sixth of tho total value of their produce. This is a high tax to 
impose in addition to the Land Revenue and considerably higher than that taken 
in adjoining territories in Jammu. Tho rates proposed by the Settlement Officer 
may therefore be reduced to Rs. 2 per buffalo, Re. 1 per cow, and oue anna per 
sheep and goat, Ishould have beon glad if the separate Dhokiana cess could be 
abolished It seems to me that this is possible. I understand that, as # rule, all 
Dhoi: villages are in the second class. If it were a recognized practice that the 
second class villages wore allowed to go to Dhols without extra charge all villages 
paying the same rate of Rs. 2 per milch buffalo and Re. 1 per cow, the sepa- 
rate collection of Dhokiana would be avoided. Of course where one village 
takes Dhokiana from another village as rent for the use of its Dhok, there 
would be no change of existing arrangements between the two. The perpetual 
collection of Dhokiana in addition to Zivni must cause a large amount of 
trouble and expense. 

Tf tho above plan is adopted allthis will be saved. The only casein 
which the State would levy Dhokiana would be from foreigners and inhabitants 
of other countries who come to Dhvks for the summer season. 


Tirni aud Dhokiana. 


Thero are ten Dhoks mentioned in the Sadhrun award in which the 
Jagirdar of Sadhrun has been allowed te levy Dhokiana, and this arrange- 
ment will not be affected by the present orders. The rate at which such 
Vhokiana isto be levied has been settled in doaling with the Sadhrun case, and 
it has been arranged that the villages using these Dhoks will pay Tirnt at a 
rate reduced by the amount of the Dhoktuna 


There are a few villages where the grazing area is very limited and 
where the inhabitants have no Dink to go to, in which the Settlement Officer 
has been authorized to fix a lower rate of Tirnt for buffaloes and cows according 
to his discretion. 


Paragraph 52. d. ‘The existing tribal exemptions will be continued. 


6. There is no objection to Batai Revenue being continued as a spe- 
cial case in the village of Nagali. Cash Revenue should 


Paragraph 53, ‘s 
; be takenin the case of Madarpore. 


7. Iam very glad to hear from the Settlement Officer that the Raja of 
Poonch has agreed to permit the cnltivators to protect 
their fields from the ravages of pigs during the months that 
the crops are ripening, vz., from 15th Chet to 30th Baisakh and from 1éth 
Sawanto 30th Bhadon. ‘I'he Rajais greatly to be congratulated on this wise 
concession. There is no doubi that so long as thecrop is liable to damage from 
pigs the revezue must suffer. Ihave myself seen the damage done by the ani- 
mals, and itis absolutely necessary that the cultivators should be given meaus 


Pig-shooting, 
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of protecting thomsclvcs. I trust that the Raja will always maintain the policy 
now adopted, for it really is essential to good administration. 


8. I entirely agree with the Settlement Officer’s proposal in regard 
to these lands, the Tirni which is taken being quite enough 
taxon Kap. Theland which has been included in settle- 
ment papers as grazing Area (mukbuza assamian) must on no account be encroached 
on by the State. This, combincd with the permission to the villagers to shoot 
pigs during the periods mentioned in the preceding paragraph, is the most essen- 
tial part of the present settlement and the right of the people in their grazing 
areas should always be most*scrupulously respected by the Raja. 


Kap lands. 


9. The proposal of the Settlement Officer as to the granting of half 
remission of revenue on fruit gardens planted in future is 
very reasonable and should certainly be carried into effect. 
10. Allcesses and Rakumat, except Tirni, Mutarafa Dhokiana (as pro# 

vided in paragraph 4) FPatwari and Lambardari Cesses are in 

future to be discontinued. The establishment proposed by 
the Settlement Officer in paragraph 55 appears reasonable. The Raja of Poonch 
has agreed to the employment of this staff which will be entertained as Settlement 
operations close. ‘the Lambardari cesshas always been paid out of the Land 
Revenue and in view of the full assessment proposed, I see no reason why this 
arrangoment should be discontinued.* ‘I'he Patwari Cess may, however, be treated 
as additional to the Land Revenuein accordance with the Settlement Officer’s 
proposals. 


Paragraph 32. 


Cesses, 


Mutarafa consists of the Revenue on mills and the tax on non-agricul- 
turists. The latter at present varios from Re. 1 to Rs. 3 per house, and it has 
been decided that for tho future the present rate shall be continued in every 
case, subject toa limit of Rs. 2 per house. The Settlement Officer’s proposals 
as to Revenue on Mills are approved. Panjotra will not be taken by Lambar- 
dars on any items other than tho Land Revenue proper. Lambardars are exempt 
from Tirni. 


11. Thesystem of Heyar is one which causes more complaints than 
almost any other mattcrin Poouch. The State should adopt 
every possible meaus to reduce tneir claims for forced labour, 
and where it is absolutely neccessary to employ people under compulsion, small 
daily paymonts showd invariably be made. Great improvemont in this respoct 
has been arrived at in Kashmir, and there is no reason why Poonch should not 
follow the example set. It may cost some moncy, but this should be considered 
as well invested sinco it secures the contentment of the people. 


Paragraph 58, 


12. Tho question of arrears of*Revenue is not an casy ono. As rogards 
Arrears of Revcnae, the first four items the realization of the arrears may be 
paragraph 59. left to the Stato; they do not affect the present Revenue pay- 
ing classes at all. In regard to tho other two items, i.¢., arroars due from Lambar- 
dars and Assamis, the case of each village must be separately considered by the 
Settlement Department, and remissions must be allowedon broad general con- 
siderations of the circumstances undor which the arrears accrued and the capa- 
city of the village or Lambardar to pay. But Gambardars who have wrongfully 
retained monoy due to the State should be regarded as hable to suspension until 
the arrears are paid or to dismissal, 


13. In vicw of the secluded nature of Poonch and the fact that the 
country consumes nearly all its grain, the term of settle. 
ment proposed by the Settlement Officer (twenty years) is 
accepted. This will not prevent Nator land being assessed to Revenue. Otherwise, 
except in the cases aid down in the Patwari instructions, the Jama of every 
village will remain unchanged. 


‘erm of Settlement, 


14. Tho Settlement Officer in consultation with the State authorities 
Dates of payment of Will fix suitable dates for the payment of instalments of 
Revenue. Land Revenue. 





* Lam glad to say that the Raja of Poonch agrees to the Lambardari Cess being included with the Rereave 
(vide his demi-official No. 64, dated 5th April 1903). 
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15. The entire costof the Settlement of the whole State will be calcu- 
Cost of Setilement of lated when the operations, are complete in all four Tahsils, 
Jagir Area, The pay of the Settlement Officer and the Assistant Settle. 
ment Officer will be excluded from the total, Thecost of the Settlomont of Jagir 
area will be calenlated on the amount of Jagir revenuo fixed in the Settlement 
as compared with the Khalsa revenue, and the cost of the Settlement of Jagir 
area will be divided between the State and Jagirdars in the proportion of two 
to one. 


16. The rights allowed to, and the cesses to by levied by, the Sadhrun 
Jagirdars, have been dealt with separately in the corres- 
pondence concerning that case. Other Jagirdars are not 
entitled to levy any cesses and shall be treated strictly in accordance with the 
Settlement Rules 39 to 42 inclusive. 


Jagirdars’ rights, 


APPENDIX A. 


Statement No, I.—Showing villages by circles. 





Susur Kuas I. 

Guipur. 
Ajot, 
Kosalian. 
Dogwar Maldayalan, 
Dalan, 
Ser Kakuta. 
Danurandi, 
Madarpur. 
Poonch Khas, 
Banwat. 
Kankot, 
Nagali, 
Janiar. 
Dingla. 
Chaudak, 
Serniyan. 
Degwar Terwan, 
Maugnar, 
Darah Dulian, 

+ Jhutas, 
Salotri, 
Mendala. 
Tetrinot. 
Kangyan, 
Bhainch. 
Ghanetar. 


Kalai. 





SHauR Kus II, 
Nurkot, 
Dhokri, 
Nakkarkot, 
dhari Kot. 
Darah Bagial. 
Ghambir, 





Oursipr Inaxas I. 
Chhatra, 
Dharmaal Taroti, 
Dharmgal Khari. 
Supnag. 
Bandi Gopalpur. 
Batol. 
Eurmara, 
Polas. 


Nakkar. 











Outstvs Inacas I—concluded. 


Kot, 

Tungeran. 
Chafar. 
Chhutyal, 

Serhi Khowgjah. 
Serhi Chohan. 
Maidan, 

Kalani. 

Chak Katro, 
Timrah, 
Sathrah, 
Chakrarah, 
Saikloo, 
Kehnoo, 
Salunidn, 
Mandi, 

Lahol Bela, 
Plera, 

Rajpur. 
Nairyan, 

Loran. 

Arai. 

Bandi Chechids. 
Rainkri Pain. 
Tgngeri Piran, 
Rainkri Chohan, 
Bandi. 

Chakias, 

Dhara Pain, 
Dhara Khas, 


Miani Basti. 





OvursipE InaKkas IT, 


Marchkot. 
Khali Dramman. 
Mangora. 
Namjar. 
Jalian, 
Nabanan. 
Kolian, 
Jandrola. 
Azamabad. 
Marnot, 
Galinag. 


Dauna Doyan. 








Outsipe Inakas Il—-concluded. 


Bedar Balnai. 
Brachhar, 

Raila. 

Dhara, 

Fatehpur. 

Hari Buddha. 
Danna Dhakkran, 
Bachidnwali. 
Shink Dara, 
Lunan Bandi 
Saral, 

Islamabad. 
Qasha. 

Kahuta Khas. 
Kaindhara, 
Pallan Chowdhridn, 
Pallan Gakkhran. 
Tachhan, 
Rainkri Khas, 
Padliar, 

Gugdar, 

Basti Pbhulban, 
Bai Dhara, 
Chhambar, 
Jbaniwala, 
Budhal, 

Lohiy dn. 

Salara, 


—e 


Ovursipe InaKxas ITT, 


Bandi Kamman Khan, 
Gali. 

Pindi, 
Dhangri. 
Chhela, 
Saroi. 
Chhambar, 
Danugam. 
Sawjian. 
Gagarian. 
Chikri Ban, 
Maharkot. 
Tirchhal, 
Atauli, 


Kemi. 








OvrsiDE Inaxas [1l—concluded. 
Mandhar. 
Shahpur. 
Chhanjal. 
Hundi Piran. 
Naban Phulwari. 
Kulali. 
Fatehpur. 
Hottar. 
Kangran, 
Thulangar, 
Haji Bal. 

Kotli. 

Akhori, 

Malk Sawli, 
Sawli Khas, 
Bangar Bhanni, 
Sheikh Sawli. 
Jokan. 

‘i abian, 

Bring Ban, 
Kalsia 

Halina, 
Bisahan, 
Mohri Said Ali Khan, 
Mohri Melwan. 
Kukri 

Nandan. 

Maili, 
Kalamuls. 
Kailar, 

Reji. 
Kacharban, 
Hundi Khatana, 
Hillan. 

Aureh, 

Jarlan, 

Bhata Kei. 
Chhoi, 

Sangal, 
Karsan Dhara, 
Khburi, 
Charun. 
Naganari. 
Karun Dhara. 


Nakkar Shinh Ban. 
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Appendix B.—Translation of Pounch Settlement Rules, 


Whereas it is intended to effect the Regular Settlement of Poonch it is ordered as fol- 
lows :— 

1. The Regular Settlement of the whole of Poonch shall be effected but the scattered 
villages near Jainmu, Raipor, Kuthyar and Karlup and as well as the Thakiala Pardo Ilaka in 
Kotli, which the Raja holds on a quit rent, to prevent delay ang friction must probably be 
settled by the Settlement Commissioner as far as measurement, &c., go. The assessment can 
also be done by him but reported to Resident instead of to the Durbar. The cost of settlement 
will be paid by the Raja of Poonch. 

2. The record of rights shall be prepared for each village and the other necessary opera- 
tions performed, but the proceedings will be made as simple as possible. 

3. ‘The customs relating to the following subjects shall be collected and codified. ‘The 
information thus codified will be useful in deciding cases in the various courts of the country :— 


(a) Inheritance. 
(b) Succession. 
(c) Adoption. 


(d) Wills. 

(e) Marriago. 
(f) Divorce. 
(g) Istridhan. 
(h) Dower. 


(i) Religious institutions. 
(j) Alluvion and diluvion, &e. 


Matters (a) to (¢) should be recorded in a Rvicaj-7-am for the main tribes. Miscellaneous 
petty tribes need not be troubled about. 


Customs regarding allovion and diluvion and village site, d&c., can gointo the Wajib-ul-arz 
of the village concerned. 


4. The Settlement establishment will consist of the following officers— 
Ono Settlement Officer. 
One Assistant Settlement Officer. 
One Superintendent for each Tahsil under Settlement, 


Ono Deputy Superintendent for each Thana, or as the Settlement Offcer decides for 
reasons to be specified by him. 


Munsarims according to the amount of work under each Deputy Superintendent. 
The Settlement Officer may give as many Shajra Kashes to each Mansarim as he thinks 
can be properly looked after by bim. 


Arrangements regarding a Settlement Offcer will be made subsequently, as long as only 
two Tahsils are in hand it will probably not be necessary to put in Superintendents, and the 
Deputy Superintendents will have powere of final Tasdik (verification) subject to general check 
of the Assistant Settlement Officer. 


In addition to the above the Settlement Officer shall appoint ministerial officers for hia de- 
partincnt according to his requirements; such officers should be selected, as much as possible, 
from men in Poonch. 

5. The powers to be exercised by the above named officers shall be as follows :— 


(a) The Settlemont Officer may exercise the powers of the Sadar Court in Poonch, in 
addition to his powers as Settlement Officer, both on the Civil and the Criminal 
sides, with respect to all cases coming before him in connection with the Settle- 
ment operations of Poonch, and shall hear appeals from the decisiona of the 
Assistant Settlement Officer. 


(b) Pending the appointment of » Settlement Officer the Assistant Settlement Officer 
will exercise all the powers of the Settlement Officer, but his criminal powers will 
only be exercised in cases in which members of the Settlement establishment are 
concerned, either as complainants or defendants. 


(c) Ordinary jodicial cases will not, under the restricted operations of the Settlement, 
be heard in the Settlement Courts, except in special cases when the Resident may 
request the Raja Sahib to direct the transfer of a case to the Settlement Courts. 


(d) The Settlement officials will by summary inquiry, on the spot if possible, ascertain 
who is actually in possession in the case of disputes abont land and what appears 
to be the custom in the case of disputes about grazing dues, &c. If the parties do 
not accept the entry, they will be referred to a regular suit in the State Courta 
and a note will be made opposite the entry in the mutation register, measuremout 

apers or Jamaband:, that litigation is pending. The ordor of the Assistant 
Bettlement Officer or Settlement Officer, ag the case may be, in such cases will be 
final. Undisputed cases of inheritance and other transfers will, of course, be 
entered in the mutation register and attested by the Settlement officials. 


6. Proceedings concerning appointment and removal of Lambardars and partitions will . 
be heard and determined in the Settlement Courts. An appeal in the case of partitions involving 
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a question of title will lie from the order of Assistant Settlement Officer to the Settlement Officer, 
and pending appointment of Settlement Officer to the Chicf Judge, and appeals in Lambardaré 
eases will lie from the order of the Setélement Coart to the Raja. 


Toquiries into Mafis and Jagira will be made by the Settlement officials and reported by 
Assistant Settlement Officer to the Raja for orders. Resumption of existing grants otherwise than 
by ordinary lapse will be subject*to the approval of the Resident. 

Appeals regarding dismissal of Settlement establishment, assessment, and Bachh from the 
orders of the Assistant Settlement Officer, will lie to Settlement Officer, if one is appointed, and if 
not will be disposed of under the ordors of the Resident. Appeals in euch cases from order of 
Settlement Officer will also lie to Resident. 


7. The Settlement Offifer may give the whole or any part of the jurisdiction mentioned in 
the previous section to the Settlément Superintendent, and in this case appeals against the deci- 
sions of the Superintendent shall Jie in the court of the Settlement Officer or Assistant Settlement 
Officer as the Settlement Officor may, by his order, fix from time to time. 

8. Tho Settlement Officer shall jointly with the Madar-l-Maham decide the nature of the 
forms to be used in the Settlement Department, Poonch, 

9. The Settlement Officer is authorised to appoint or dismiss the Superintendent, the 
Deputy Superintendents, the Munsarims and the Shajra Kashes and to fine or suspend them or to 
otherwise award any other legal punishment he is empowered to give under.the provisions of these 
rules. 

Similarly the Scitlement Officer is authorised to exercise any of the above powers with res- 
pect to the ministerial officers under him, provided when the question of dismissing, suspending 
or punishing any such officor otherwise than by fine arises, whose services have been lent to the 
Settlement Department from some otke: department in Poonch, it shall be reported to the Raja 
of Poonch for tinal orders, 

10. The Settlement Officer may delegate any or all of the powers mentioned in the previous 
section to his Assistant und revoke such powers when he considers this necessary. 


11. The duties and rights of Lambardars will be as foliows :— 

(2). The datics of the Lambardar shall.be— 

(1) to collect the Revenue demand of his village and to account for the same ; 

(2) to assist the Settlement Officer ; 

(3) to report the commission or an intention to commit an offence within the limits 
of hig village to the proper State authorities ; 

(4) to assist the State Police ; 

(5) to assist the Patwaris and to report their miscondnact ; 

(6) to make arrangements for the supply of coolies, chark (beaters), &e. 

(vb), The Lambardar shall be entitled to— 

(1) receive Panjotra on the Revenue collected by him, and the amount of it shall not 
exceed five per cent. on the gross collection. The present rate of anjetra prevail- 
ing in Poonch shall be maintained in all ordinary cases ; 

(2) be exempt from tho payment of any grazing ducs for hisown personal cattle. 

12, All Revenue collected by the Lambardar shall be deposited by him in the Tahsil Trea- 
sury and the Hakim-i-ala or, if he eo empowers, the Tabsildar or his Naib shall give the Lambar- 
dar the Panjotra atthe fixed rate after the total Revenue demand payable by the Lambardar has 
been paid by him. 

13. The appointment of a new Lambardar when a vacancy oceurs shall be in tho hands 
of the Chief Revenue Aathority, but an appeal will lie to the Raja of Poonch. 

Notx,—In Tahails ander Settlement the Chief Revenue Authority will bo the Settlemont Officer, 

14. The post of the Lambardar shall be hereditary, and in case of a vacancy arising re- 
course shall be had to the following rules in making the selection :— 

(4) the eldest surviving son of the Lambardar shall be entitled to the Lambardarship, 
if he is competent to occupy the post ; 

(b) failing him, the next in order of scniority shall be entitled, subject to the qualify- 
ing rules, the clder excludiug the younger ; 

(c) failing sons, the grandson shall have the claim. The grandsons of the elder stock 
having preference over those of the younger in order of their seniority and fitness, 
for the post ; 

(d) failing grandsons, the nearest agnate in order of seniority or © member of tho fami- 
ly, the best fitted to fill the post, shall ho selected, 


15. Any person who is guilty of such an olfenco or misconduct which in the opinion 
of the Revenue authorities is such as to make him unfit for the post of a Lambardar shall be 
rejected in favour of the next qualified person. 


16. Inthe selection of a Lambardar regard should he had, among other things, to the 
following :— 

(2) the extent of the land held by him in the village ; 

(b) his personal fitness, education, influence, moral character, his indobtedness or 
freedom fron. debt, services rendered to the State and old Jambardarship in the 
family ; 

(c) in case no mamber of the family is fit to become the Lambardar the State shall 
appoint » new man of its own choice who is capable of doing the duties of a 
Lambardar. 
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17. The rights of Lambardar? are not transferable, hence a Lambardar cannot alienate his 
Lambardari without the express sanction of the State. 


18. A Lambardar is bound to make arrangements for the proper cultivation of all lands 
falling vacant on account of the death of any heirless tenant, or on account of his leaving the 
village without making arrangements for the payment of his rent, or when he does not leave the 
village but refuses to cultivate the land or when he refuses to pey tho fixed rent and it becomes 
necessary to eject him from his holding. 


All Lambardars must reside permanently in the village of which they are the Lambardars, 
unless expressly excused by the Raja of Poonch for somo specific reason. 


19. There shall be two classes of tenants: 
(a) occupancy tenants ; 
(b) tenants having no rights of occupancy. 
20 Occupancy tenant means and inclndes— 


(a) A tenant who, himself or through his predecessors in interest, has held his land con- 
tinuously antecedent to tho date of the new Scttlement for a period of not less 
than twelve years, and has paid rent to the Lambardar of the village in cash or 
in kind, or partially in cash or partially in kind, or has rendored service to tho 
State in lien of rent. 


(b) Any person who has newly broken up land at his own cost and has paid rent to the 
Lambardars of the village in cash or in kind, or partially in cash or partially in 
kind, or has rendered service to the State in lieu of the rent for six years continu- 
ously antecedent to the date of the Settlement. 


(c) Any person who has saved land held by him from being washed away at his own 
cost by erecting a Bund or otherwise, and had continuously occupied the land 
and paid rent for it to the Lambardar since such erection, Provided he had 
acquired the land originally by legitimate means. 


(a) Any person appointed by the Lambardar or by a Revenue authority to hold the 
land of an absconding tenant and who bas held such land for six yeara and paid 
rent to the State in cash or in kind, or partially in cash or partially in kind, or has 
rendered service to the Statein lien of the rent. Provided that the absconding 
tenant was not ejected from his holding by unlawful means and can not re- 
cover his holding under any of the rnles given herein. 


(e) Avy person who has come into possession of land by a decree of a competent Conrt ; 
unless there be anything repugnant in such decree necessitating a further inquiry 
into the rights of such tenant. 

(f) Any person who has come into possession of land hy an agreement of distinct 
usage capable of being proved, provided.the present holder and his predecessors 
in interest are jointly found to be in possession of the land continously fora period 
of twelve years antecedent to the date of the Settlement and have paid rent to the 
Lambardar in cash or in kind, or partially in cash or partially in kind, or have 
rendered services to the State in lieu of rent, 

Explanation —Tenancies interrnpted by unjust ejectment are continuous within the meaning 
of the above rules, provided the ejected tenant is justified in saying that be had no reasonable 
hopes of getting justice done to him, before the commencement of the Settlement, owing to the 
influence of the ejector or for some other cause. 


Similarly exchanges of ficlds, whether voluntary or otherwise, should not be considered as 
a breach of continuous tenure and the man who has acquired the Jand by suchan exchange shall 
have the same rights in the exchanged Jand which he had in the land for which it is exchanged. 


21, Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to confer aright of ocenpancy— 


(a) ona village menial servant or menial servants of the Jagirdar, not being a bona- 
fide cultivator in respect of Jand held by him in remuneration of the customary 
services which are being rendered by him; 


(6) on Halis or such tenants of occupancy tenants who cultivate land under them and 
pay Ghalla bata:, or rent to them or on those who are in possession of land under 
a lease ; 

(c) onthose who have agreed with the tenant to pay rent for him to the Lambardar 
and receive a share ofthe produce of the land cultivated by the tenant; 

(d) on those tenants who cultivate land in groves or gardeus belonging to, or held by, 
the State, or in gardens planted on State grounds obtained without giving any 
compensation to the State ; 

(e) on the Thekadar of a village who has come into possession of land in the village 
held by him on a leaso in virtue of his being tho Thekadar of the said village, 
with respect to such land he will be considered to be a tevant without a right of 
occupancy from the date his Teka haa come to anend, unless he shall have 
unlawfully obtained possession while a Thekadar. 

214. As in the case of Kashmir the whole of the land in Poonch is deemed to be the 
property of the Raja and the cultivators will be claseed as Assamés avd Kashikars. The Assamis 
are those tenants described as occupancy tenants in all those rules. 

Kashtkara are tenants-at-will of the Assamz, Ifin any special case any Kasehtkar appears 
to be entitled to protection the case will be reported to the Deputy Superintendent who will 
enter the facts in the mutation register ; on this the Assistant Settlement Officer will pass orders, 
and subject to a regular suit his decision, as modified or rejected or otherwise treated by Settlement 
Officer, will be final. 


v 
22. The right of an occupancy tenant shall devolve on his demise by inheritance on his 
legal heirs according to the common jaw of the country. On failure of legal heirs the right of 
ocenpancy shall bo extinguished. 


23. Occupancy tenants shall have the right to transfer their interest, with respect to 


their occupancy terma, in favour of another by sale, mortgage, gift, ete., in the following cases 
and manner :— 


(c) All such transfers snall bo offected by registered deeds, with the exception of wills. 
Provided also that bofore snch transfer is effocted the sanction of the State ig 
obtained in writing. Intho case of transfers accompanied by actual possession 
made otherwise than by registered deed bofore tha issue of the order of the Raja 
prohibiting transfers without his consent, the Deputy Superintendent can attest 
the transfer svhject to confirmation by Assiatant Settlemont Officer, who for this 
purpose will exercise tho powers of a Registration Officer and will authorise the 
entry on paymenc by transfer of the registration fees. 

In the case of transfers made after the date of the Raja’s orders his sanction must be 
obtained before the mutation can be attested. 


(b) All such transfers shall only be legal if effectedin favour of— 
(1) persons descended from the common ancestor of the tenant, 
(2) persons of the same class residing in the same village: 
failing the above two classes of persons when the transfer is effected in favonr of— 
(3) the Lambardar of the village, 
(4) any other subject of the State of the cultivating clase. 


24, All forest Jand or wasce land shall be considered Khalea, and if such land is brought 
under cultivation by a tenant or the Lambardar or by any other person, sach Jand will be assesa- 
able to Revenne by the Revenue anthorities. 


25. The State may assign some forest or part of some forest or some waste land as 
Shanlat deh with cach village. The area to be incladed as Shamlat deh under this rule will be first 
determined by the Assistant Settloment Officer, subjcct to approval of Settlement Officer, if any, 
and reported by him for confirmation to the Raja Sahib. 


In this case the inhabitants of the village may ase. such forest or part of the forest or the 
waste land, as the case may bo, for the purpose of grazing their cattle, collecting fuel, &c., free of 
charge, except Deodar, Biar, Chir, Shisham, Tun, Walout and fruit trees. Occupancy tenants, t.e,, 
Assamts, can cut treas standing in their fields withont payment and for bond-fide agricultural 
purposes, but not for sale, and can, on application, through the Tahsildar or Jagirdar concerned, to 
the Moret Officer, obtain timber at the following rates :-— 
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26. The State will deal directly with the tenants so far'ag practicable through its appointed 
Lambardars, and will not recognise intermedigte landlords or holders, such as Thekadars, &e, 


27. No person who has taken possession of any land or planted a garden in some land, 
which he has acquired possossion of during the time he was in offico or in virtue of hig office, 
without paying any compensation to the Stata, will bo entitled to have any right of occupancy 
in sach land or garden anless ho can show that he had acquired the right of occupancy at the 
time of acquiring possession of the land. 


28. A tenant having the right of occapancy with respect to any land will lose his right 
with respect to that land, if he neglects to pay the revenue demand of the State for two years, or 
he absconds and loaves the land for two years without making any adequate provision for the 
payment of the Revenue demand of the State. 


Provided the tenant has not been illegally forced to leave his land againet his will by the 
Lambardar or the Jagirdar af the villago, or an Officer of the State, or any other person in an- 
thority. 

29. All suits for the recovery of immovable property or any interest in immovable 
property, or for declaration of title to immovable property, shall be brought within the period of 
twelve years from the date when the cause of action or tho adverso possession arose. Any such 
suit brought after the expiry of the sforesaid period shall ba considered barred, and the right 
to such property or interest extinguished and the suit shall therefore be dismissed. 


This rule shall not apply to any unlawfaol and forcible dispossession when the ejected 
person had no reasonable hope of getting justice done to him on account of the infloence of the 
ejector or of any other person in authority having interest in such ejectment. Provided also the 
rule as given in paragraph 1 of this section is uot incousistent, with any other rule framed herein. 

30. All appeals and applications for revisions if filed after the expiry of two months 
from the date of the judgment or order, shall be dismissed as barred by time. 

31. All modes of computing the period of limitation, however, given in the Indian 


‘ Limitation Act, shall be applicable to all suits and appeals and applications, for revisions, provided 
for in these rules. 


vi 


32. In determining Settlement oases the rules of procedure and evidence which aro laid 
down in the Civil Procedure Code and the Indian Evidence Act will be followed as much as_possible, 


38. Any suit, application or appeal shall be considered to be duly instituted or filed 
when it is first presented to the Settlement Officer or to any other officer appointed by him te 
receive such suits, appeals or applications, or to any other officer competent to hear such snits 
or appeals. 


84, When any snit, application or appeal, which should have been instituted in the 
Settlement Court, is instituted by Bona-fide mistake in any other Poonch Court or before any 
other State Officer, or before the Raja Sahib of Poonch, it shall be considered to have been duly 
instituted if the same is duly instituted in the proper Settlement Court, within a reasonable time 
from the date when it was returned by the Court or Officer before whom it was instituted by 
mistake. 


35. All Jagirdars, Lambardars and tenanta shall be Bound to attend the Settlement 
Officials and Courts when called upon to do so, and to produce their title deeds or other docu- 
menta in their possession relating to their Jagir, Lambardart or tenure, and also to render 
assistance of every description for the purposes of the Settlement; any such Jagirdar, Lambardar, 
or tenant failing toattend or produce their title deeds or to render service when called upon to do 
80, without sufficient excuse, the burden of proving which shall lie on the person failing, shall be 
liable to pay a fine, the amount of which shall not exceed Rs. 100 (one hundred) for each time he 
refuses to obey the order. Provided that a Doputy Superintendent shall not have power to impose 
a fine exceeding Rs, 10 (ten) for non-compliance with a legally issued order for attendance, &. 

36. Tho following rate of Court-fees shall be levied in Settlement suits, appeals or appli- 
cations :— 

(a) Fall Conrt-fees will of course be charged in the ordinary Courts both on new 
institutions and cases already pending. In the cases of appeals full fees will only 
be charged on the appeal and not on the original value of the suit. Whenever 
such suits or appeals are instituted in the Settlement Courts the full Stamp daty 
will also be recovered. 


(b) Petitions concerning entries in the Settlement papers, complaints against the 
Settlement staff, classification of soils or assessments will be accepted on un- 
stamped paper. 


(c) An all round charge of one rupee per order sanctioning the mutation will be made 
in mutation proceedings, 


37. The rates of process fees shall be the samc as those which are in force in the Sadar 
Court, Poonch. 


38. With the exception of grass, fuel and earthen vessels, no Official connected with the 
Settlement will take anything from the Tenants, Lambardars or Jagirdars without paying the 
value thereof, 


Any Settlement Official acting in contravention to this rule shall be considered to have 
taken a bribe and will render himself liable to prosecution. 


39, All Jagirdars shall be entitled to receive anly the Revenue or the part of the Revenue, 
as the case may be, assigned to them from the Lambardars appointed by the State ;any Jagirdar 
receiving anything more than the fixed Revonue shall be liable to have his Jagir forfeited and shall 
also be liable to prosecution. 


40. No Jagirdar or Lambardar shall have any right over any waste land or forest included 
in his Jagir or Lambardari. 


41. No Jegirdar or Lambardar is entitled to receive anything by way of Shakh-shumart, 
or grazing dues, or Ghz, &e. 


They are only entitled to receive the assigned revenue and nothing more. 


42. No Jagirdar or Lambardar is entitled to dispossess any tenant or alter his rent other- 
wise than by having recourse to legal proccedings. 


43. All Jagira granted in lieu of enhancing the revenue or placing the revenue of the 
Jagir on some other village or land shall be considered null and void. All such cases coming to the 
notice of the Settlement Officer should be reported to the State for the purposo of resuming such 
Jagirs. 

44, Any person who has come into possession of a Jagir or Lambardari by dispoasessing a 
Jagirdar or Lainbardar, whose title was recognised by the State by a Sanad in writing or by any 
other method, shall not be considered to be the Jagirdar or Lambardar of the dispossessed Jagir 
or village, as the case may be, until his title as such has been recognised by the State by a Sanad 
in writing. While conducting Settlement operations in Poonch, the Settlement Officer shall 
report any such case coming to his notice for final orders, 


45, In Tahsila under Settlement, with a view to secure that tne Revenue Officera learn 
their work, Tahsildars and Naib Tabsildars will be given small definite charges in which they will 
exercise the powers of a Deputy Superintendent and Munsarim, respectively. In respect to the 
fature appointments of officers of these classos the opinion of the Settlement Officer and Assistant 
Settlement Officer will be obtained and due regard paid to their recomendations. 

46. All cases connected with the compulsory acquisitions of agricultural land will be pre- 
pared and submitted for orders by the Assistant Settlement Officer. 


Notr,—Any Sanad obtained from the State by misrepresenting facts or any other unlawful or improper 
meana shall be considered null and void, 

Cases not provided for in these rules shal} be decided with reference to principles of justice, equity and good 
conscience, 


If it becomes necessary hereafter to provide for any cases additional rules will be framed in modifieation of; 
or in addition to, these rules. 


vii 
ADDITIONAL SETTLEMENT RULES. 


1. In continuation of the Settlement rules already passed it is hereby provided as 
follows :-- 

47) In the case of a persou wlio has been unlawfully ejected from any land since the com- 
mencemont of Settlement operations, viz., from Ist Chait, Sambat 1957, the Settlement Officer may 
deal with such a man and record him as if he wore in actual possussion, and the Civil Conrt will put 
him into actoal possession by a ,,cocess on his application, ss if he had obtained a decree for pusses- 
sion. An appeal from such an order of the Settlement Officer will only lie to the Adalat-i-Alia. 


(7) In future the Raja will direct the State Courts to refer to the Settlement Courts all 
questions and cases concerning the status and cultivating rights of villagers, z. ¢., whether they are 
Assamis, Khalsa Kashtkars, protected tenants, etc. The order of the Settlement Officer in such 
cases will be considered final 


Leplanation.— Where there is a dispute between two persons as to the title to land, this 
rule in no way bars the institution of # suit in the State Courts. It is only intended to secure 
against litigation the relative position, found and recorded at Settlement, of the State towards ita 
Assamis and Khalsa Kashikars aud of tenanta generally towards their landlords. 


2. Khalsa Kashthars,—All Khalsa Kashtkars, excupt in the villages of Gopalpur, Shahr 
Khas, Gulpur, Tetri Not, will be permitted at any time to purchase the Assam rights of the land 
entered in their KAatauu’s on payment of a sum equal to two years’ revenue as shown in the Set- 
tlement Jamatandé. A cultivator is not allowed to purchase the Assam? rights of a portion only of 
his holding, the uncultivated aroa of a holdiag will be considered ag included in the cultivated 
portion, and no additional Nazarana will be paid thereon, Any one who tukes up Nator land will 
be sable to acquire tho Assamz rights on such in the same way. Until he does so or until he 
acquires them by any law or rule pereafter promulgatod he will remain a Khalsa or Jagir Kashikar. 


The purchase of Assam? rights on any land is only open to the actual cnitivators as shown 
in tho Settlement papers. The purchase of these rights by Khalsa or Jagir Kushtkars is not at 
prosent to be extended beyond the Haveli Tahsi!. A report will be submitted!showing the depreo 
to which Kashikars have availed themselves of this opportunity to become Assanis. 


The Settlement Department will farnish the State with a list of all holdings held by Khalsa 
Kashtkars, showing the area of each class of Jand and the revenue of the whole holding. The 
intonding purchaser will apply to the Settlement Department for a copy of his Khatauni, this 
will be farnished to him and a note of the amonnt of Nazrana to be paid will be enterred on it. 
Re will then pay the money into the State Tregaury and will get a reccipt for it on his Khatauni 
On presentation of tho latter to the Settlenient authorities mutation will be effected free of charge. 


3. Assessment of Nator land.—No revenue is to be taken on newly broken up land for the 
first year, half revenue ia to be taken for the second year, aud full revenue for the third and sub- 
sequent years. Such revenue will be calculated at the Backh rates of the village, 


4, Rights of Jagirdars.—Ontsido the Sadhron Jagir, which is separately treated, all Jagir- 
dars are entitled to the land revenue of ali, Nator land included in their Jagiss, but they are not 
empowered to give out Jand to be broken up without the permission of tho Chief Revenue Author- 
ity. Jugirdars are not entitled to the Nazrana paid for Assami rights at any time by the 
cultivators who have heen entered as JagiryKhalyas or who break op Nefor land in future, 


this will not apply to the Sadhrun Jagir where it has been conceded to the Jagirdars. 


Jagir Kashtkars -Jagir Kashtkars, 7. ¢.,oultivators on Jagiy lands who have not acquired 
Assami rights, aro permitted to purchaso the latter in tho samo wmanner as Khalsa Kashtkars, 
vide paragraph 2, The procedure to be followed in the Sadhran Jagir will bo laid down. 


Batat Paying cultivators.—In a few villages such as Chandak a dispute has arisen as to status 
between tte Lambardar, who in some cuses is Khewatdar also, and the cultivator. The latter pay 
Ratat tothe former, but claim that it isrevenge, and not rent, and they are entitled, subject to the 
Settloment rulos as to length of occupancy, to Assam? rights on their holdings. The Lambardar 
claims that these cultivators were his yub-tenants. In all such cases tho Assam: rights will be 
given to the Lambardar if it appears that he. has provided the cultivators with seed free, and the 
latter will be granted “* Protection, ” ze., they will not be liablo to ejectment or enhancement of rent 
so long as they continue to pay rent to the Lambardar. Tho rent they will pay will consist of the 
land revenue and cesses plus four annas in tho rupee of the land revenuc. Where the Lambardar 
can prove that cultivators are his Halis, ¢v., cutivators to whom ho hag given plough, oxen, 
etc., as well as seed, and who pay a higher rate of Batad than the usual one-half, they will be ro- 
corded as his tenants-at-will. Tho Lambardar will be entitled to Assam? rights on any land which 
he has acyuired by sale, forecloanve of mortgage, inberituace or gift, whatevor the rent may be 
that he takes from the cultivators thereof, 

2, Khewuate—No Khewat will be considered as conferring Assam? rights on any area. which 
was cultizated prior to the date of the Khewat. Cultivators under Khewatdars, who are also 
Lambardars, will bo treaiod on the samo principles as those mentioned in paragraph 6. 

Where no one can claim Assam/ rights as against the Khewatdar, the Khewat will be con- 
sidered to confer Assam rights ou the hewatdar although he may not be entitled by his length uf 
occupancy to the same under the Settlement rulos, 

Wherever an excessive amount of forest or other uncultivated arca has been entered in any 
Khewat, the Settlement Officer is authorised to reduce tho quantity and leave him so much as he 
considers necessary for his private Kap. The entry of ay Jand now waste ina Khewat cannot be 
rogarded as authoritative. 
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